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Versatile and economical, the light-weight IPC Compact 
Scale is also robust and reliable.

Runs on only two D-size batteries; the large LCD screen makes 
reading scale-weight easy. 

The IPC Compact Scale is ideal for the Grape Grower and 
comes in two models:

• Ishida IPC-15 dual range weighing
       (5 gram divisions to 7.5kg then 10 gram divisions to 15kg)

• Ishida IPC-30 dual range weighing
       (10 gram divisions to 15kg then 20 gram divisions to 30kg)

READY 
FOR 
THE 
PICKING
SEASON?

Ishida Commercial Products [ICP]: Retail, Food Processing & Factory Automation Weighing Systems Heat and Control; exclusive supplier of Ishida ICP systems in Australia

www.heatandcontrol.com
  icpsales@heatandcontrol.com.au

Mobile: 0419 679 506  
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Expressions of Interest: Strategic Investment Advisory Panel

horticulture.com.au

SHAPE THE FUTURE
OF YOUR HORTICULTURE

INDUSTRY

Hort Innovation is seeking Expressions of Interest from suitably qualified growers and other supply 
chain stakeholders for the dried prune and dried tree fruit industry Strategic Investment Advisory Panel.
The industry Strategic Investment Advisory Panels provide advice to Hort Innovation in relation to industry marketing and research and 
development programs funded by industry levies and matching dollars from the Australian Government. The panels are guided by the 
strategic priorities set out in the industry Strategic Investment Plans.

If you would like to help shape the future of your industry, we are keen to hear from you. Find more information and apply online at 
http://horticulture.com.au/about/industry-advice/strategic-investment-advisory-panels. 

Applications will be assessed and short-listed by an independent recruitment firm. A selection panel may then interview shortlisted 
candidates. The selection panel will recommend the final panel composition to the Hort Innovation Board.  

For more information or to request a form sent to you by mail, contact Hort Innovation on 03 9691 3525.

Water a big issue
Water will be a major concern for grape 
growers as they complete harvest and 
plan for the coming season.

It is important to maintain moisture 
levels in the soil following harvest to 
keep vines, especially those that have 
been summer-pruned, functioning for 
as long as possible before they go into 
dormancy.

By keeping the vines growing and the 
remaining leaves green, they continue 
to photosynthesise and produce 
carbohydrates which are stored in the 
perennial parts (trunk and roots) of the 
plant. The longer the vine grows into 
late autumn, the greater the reserve of 
carbohydrates, and the better the start 
to the season.

Growers may have used more than their 
allocation of water this season and will 
need to ‘top up’ their water account. 
Lower Murray Water (LMW) is allowing 
a temporary extension of Victorian 
growers’ Annual Use Limits by 30% 
because of the high evaporation and 
low rainfall through the irrigation period.

This reprieve may get growers through 
to the end of the season, but the start 
of the irrigation season of spring 2016 
must also be considered. 

In order to provide the best conditions 
for bud burst and development of next 
year’s crop vines should be irrigated 
before bud burst. However, this may 
be difficult without prior planning as 
water storage experts are predicting 
low inflows that supply water for the 
coming 2016-17 irrigation season.

It is predicted that water allocations will 
remain at zero for high security water 
for quite a time into the next irrigation 
season.

To get through this early part of the 
season growers must plan now. One 
strategy is to accumulate enough water 
credits in a carryover water account by 
relying on water still carried over from 
this season. If not consideration may 
be given to purchasing temporary water 
for carryover or making a compromise 
on how much water is used now to 
save some for next year.

While it is still mid-April, decisions 
must be made how to achieve the 
most suitable outcomes for individual’s 
properties and situations.

Growers are advised to discuss their 
options with a water broker or staff at 
LMW for advice on how they can make 
the most of options such as carryover 
or water trading to manage their water 
requirements in 2016-17.

Spiked weed seeds
Preventing spiked weed seeds getting 
into fruit has always been a challenge 
for those growers plagued with these 
pest weeds.

Growers should not give up attempting 
to control these weeds and let them 
take over their vineyard. Persistence 
is the key and every effort should be 
made to reduce the weed and seed 
numbers.

Consider cultivating to eliminate mature 
weed plants and stop the spread of 
new seeds. This disturbs the seed 
bank and promotes germination so it is 
important that cultivation is followed by 
vigilant spraying of seedlings as they 
germinate.

It is important to take action in the 
field and respond quickly as the seeds 
germinate rather than attempting 
to remove spiked weed seeds from 
contaminated fruit if it is rejected by a 
processor. 

Reports of spray drift 
damage 
The Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) 
received isolated reports of damage to 
vineyards, possibly due to applying

herbicides when surface temperature 
inversion conditions are present.

The APVMA is not taking specific 
regulatory action at this time. However, 
given the adverse experiences being 
reported, we are reminding people to 
read product labels carefully and apply 
chemicals according to the prevailing 
conditions.

Product labels prohibit application 
when surface temperature inversion 
conditions are present due to the 
potential for very fine droplets to drift 
far beyond neighbouring paddocks.

The nature of this type of spray drift 
means users may not be aware that 
they are contributing to damage in their 
local communities.

State and territory governments are 
responsible for addressing incidents of 
spray drift and sharing these findings 
with the APVMA for assessment and 
regulatory action, if required.

If you experience a spray drift incident, 
please report it to your state regulator—
the list of contacts can be found on the 
APVMA website:  
W: apvma.gov.au/spraydrift

For further information refer to 
Grains Research and Development 
Corporation (GRDC) factsheet on 
surface temperature inversions:  
W: grdc.com.au/GRDC-FS-
SprayInversions 
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Chairman’s report

Addressing industry issues

Mark King
Chairman
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The season was early and it has been 
great weather for drying. Hot days have 
had fruit drying in record time and the 
quality is excellent.

Some sultana growers were again 
caught by rain in mid-January, but 
those that had switched to Sunglo 
and Sunmuscat had no concerns. 
As an industry we cannot afford to 
continue growing traditional sultana – 
the weather in Australia is simply too 
unpredictable and the margins aren’t 
there to sustain us if we don’t produce 
a crop.

I encourage all growers to take 
advantage of the Dried Vine Fruit 
Diversification and Sustainability 
Initiative. These subsidies are in place 
not only to expand plantings, but for 
existing growers to redevelop blocks 
with new improved varieties that offer 
more consistent yield and quality and 
greater returns to growers.

Internationally global supplies are 
coming back into balance and with it 
an increase in prices which is welcome 
news for growers. 

Dried Fruits Australia was concerned 
about the price differential offered by 
the two main processors at the start of 
the season and the effect this may have 
on grower confidence. 

We approached Sunbeam and are 
pleased to see that they have made a 
pricing adjustment for their 3 Crown 
Light, 5 Crown Brown and 4 Crown 
Brown grades. We are continuing to 
liaise over grower contracts and the 
need to instil confidence in the industry.

Increased competition for fruit among 
processors may be just the thing that’s 
needed.

Dried Fruits Australia welcome Murray 
River Organics as a new processor 
member and company Director Jamie 
Nemtsas as a member of the DFA 
Board and we look forward to working 
with them in the future.

The introduction of the ‘backpacker 
tax’ has caused much angst around 
the region. There is a fear that if 
implemented, backpackers will simply 
stop coming to Australia and choose 
to holiday and work elsewhere. While 
many dried grape growers are moving 
towards trellis drying to reduce 
labour input, we are still reliant on 
backpackers for many manual labour 
tasks in the vineyard.

Mark King
Chairman

I have used our affiliations with the 
National Farmers’ Federation and Voice 
of Horticulture to ensure they lobby the 
government and do the right thing by 
our industry. Locally, the horticultural 
groups in the region have banded 
together with the support of the Mildura 
Development Corporation and lobbied 
Federal Member for Mallee, Andrew 
Broad.

I recently travelled to Adelaide with 
Trevor Ranford from SA Horticultural 
Alliance and Jenny Garonne from the 
Mildura Development Corporation 
to meet with Senator Anne Ruston, 
Assistant Minister for Agriculture and 
Water Resources. We expressed our 
concern about the potential impact that 
the 32.5% tax on backpackers would 
have on the availability of labour in the 
future. 

Senator Ruston told us that the 
government is now considering a 
number of different models to solve 
the situation which include a straight 
out tax between 13-19% tax. She said 
Mr Broad had been very persistent in 
advocating to the Prime Minister, other 
relevant Ministers and decision makers, 
the impact to the region and that the 
information gathered from the industry 
meeting in Mildura was one of the main 
catalysts for the review to occur.

It’s great to see that government has 
listened to industries. I believe they 
didn’t realise the crippling impact 
that this tax would have on so many 
industries and rural communities.

In other news, the Dried Fruits 
Australia Board has recently endorsed 
a communications plan which deals 
with both internal and external 
communication. The ultimate aim is to 
continue to improve the effectiveness 
of our communication activities. We are 
currently preparing a response to Hort 
Innovation’s Request For Proposal for 
a dried fruit industry communication 
project which will secure some funding 
to achieve this.
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ATGA Chairman’s report

Richard Lomman 
Chairman

Exports lead the way, but should 
domestic consumers be left behind?
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maintain good quality and quantities 
that fit the market windows.

There are still some basic errors being 
made by growers during the packing 
stage. While I believe that much of 
this is due to lack of experience in our 
picking crews, the buck stops with 
us as owner/managers. We need to 
improve our pre-picking induction to 
outline the defects that we can’t allow 
to get into the box. Whether this is 
a spider, fly sting or a rotten berry, 
the end result is the same and that is 
consumer backlash and loss of sales. 
If there are any training techniques or 
tools you need to help with this, please 
contact the Australian Table Grape 
Association office. 

The proposed changes to the 
backpacker tax have caused a 
storm, and I’m yet to hear of anyone 
supporting this. There should certainly 
be some changes, particularly the 
ability many have to claim their tax 
back on exiting the country if they have 
earned below the minimum threshold. 
There have already been instances 
where workers refuse to show up for 
work after being told prematurely that 
their tax rate would be increasing to the 
proposed amount. 

There is never a dull moment in this 
and many like industries, but you have 
to wonder how many resources are 
wasted fighting ridiculous issues like 
this, and how much stress it causes 
growers. Obviously no impact study 
was done, or the ramifications would 
have been plain to see!

Richard Lomman
Chairman

Sunraysia is in the peak of its season 
at the time of writing this report, with 
quality table grapes in demand and 
good prices being received around the 
world.

Unfortunately, the same cannot be 
said for the domestic market. The 
supermarkets have painted themselves 
into a corner by strongly supporting 
a few, very large suppliers who 
concentrate almost exclusively on 
domestic supply and there is a chasm 
between the quality of what’s on the 
shelf locally and what we are providing 
to overseas consumers. 

Realistically, a smart operator should be 
able to buy fruit from the supermarket 
at $1.50-$2.00 per kilogram and on-sell 
to an importer for $2.00-$3.00/kilogram. 
The reason we don’t see this occurring 
is because the supermarket fruit would 
either be dumped on arrival overseas or 
discounted heavily because of the poor 
quality.

The argument that consumers simply 
won’t pay, has little weight. I believe 
most Australian consumers would be 
happy to pay a fair price for a quality 
product and we see this in products 
described as ‘export quality’ and with a 
premium price.

Australian growers have demonstrated 
their ability to produce quality fruit 
through their booming export program, 
but it would be great to show our local 
customers what we are capable of too. 
So I ask why can’t ‘Domestic Quality’ be 
the premium benchmark of our product?

The early part of the 2015/16 season 
was much better than the past three 
years, with a reduced crop from all 
northern areas, particularly Emerald.

 In discussion with a large grower’s 
representative, it was fairly obvious that 
more is not better in our type of market, 
and it is better to reduce supply to a 
quantity of table grapes that is more 
in line with the market’s requirements. 
This reflects positively the stronger 
prices received right through to the 
New Year, and the early growers need 
to be congratulated for improving the 
quality of table grapes significantly. 

There is still plenty of room for 
improvement, but we are definitely 
heading in the right direction. 2016 will 
be the acid test, particularly if there is 
another big crop in Emerald. Growers 
will need to reduce their crops to 
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Cover story

Trade Victoria continue to drive exports for the state

 Thai buyers were impressed with the quality of fruit observed in vineyards during a 
recent trip to Mildura.

Trade Victoria maintains the primary 
responsibility for delivering the State 
Government’s objectives for a ‘whole 
of government’ approach to increasing 
exports from Victoria, strengthening 
linkages with international businesses, 
providing high level market intelligence, 
improving access to overseas markets 
for Victorian businesses and increasing 
the capabilities of Victorian businesses 
to compete in international markets.

The key objective of the Food and 
Fibre Trade team, which resides under 
Trade Victoria, is to increase exports 
and position the Victorian food and 
fibre sector for growth through trade 
facilitation and improved market access. 

Importance of trade 
Victoria’s economy is underpinned by 
trade and export. 

The State Government is developing the 
next stage of Victoria’s trade program 
with tailor-made inbound trade missions. 
These missions focus on building long-
term trade and investment business 
partnerships with international buyers, 
investors and influencers. 

The majority of inward missions for the 
food and fibre sector are from South East 
Asia, North Asia, China and the Middle 
East with interest increasing from other 
countries such as India as demand for 
Victoria’s produce increases. On average, 
two major food and fibre inward missions 
take place each year in addition to 
multiple smaller inbound programs. 

A number of inbound trade programs 
took place early 2016 where 
delegations from major trade sectors 
visited Sunraysia and met with table 
grape growers and exporters. 

From 17–20 February 2016, the 
Victorian Government Market 
Engagement Manager, Brendan Larkin 
and Austrade Thailand Business 
Development Manager, Thipwadee 
‘Thip’ Suwanying hosted six delegates 
from major Thai retailer, Tesco in the 
Mildura and Robinvale districts. 

The purpose of the tour was to gain 
insights into harvest practices, as well 
as meet with potential growers and 
exporters. Local growers were given an 
opportunity to engage with the various 
retail managers in order to form long-
term strategic partnerships.

“This season the buyers were really 
impressed with the professionalism 

of the companies visited and their 
approach to hosting and facilitating 
international visitors,” Mr Larkin said. 
“They found this season’s grape quality 
to be excellent and were excited to see 
and taste some of the new varieties.”

Mr Larkin said the buyers were looking 
forward to seeing new varieties 
available in the market, along with 
high quality traditional seedless export 
varieties, Crimson and Thompson.

Following the Tesco delegation, Mr 
Larkin, along with colleague Jessica 
Beard and Ms Suwanying hosted a 
Thailand Horticulture Buyers group 
from 21-26 February 2016. Six 
delegates from various retail and trade 
companies toured a number of major 
growing regions in Victoria, including 
Shepparton, Swan Hill, Robinvale and 
Mildura to meet with representatives 
from the apple and pear, summerfruit, 
citrus and table grape industries. 

Delegates were also invited to the 
Horticulture Centre of Excellence in 
Tatura for an official welcome and 
introduction to the purpose of the 
inward trade program. A number 
of presentations from growers and 
researchers took place during the tour 
to highlight new varieties to potential 
buyers; demonstrate technology 
advances, and provide valuable insight 
towards the current harvest conditions.

Victorian Invitation Program
At the time of writing, a horticulture 
group from the Victorian Invitation 
Program (VIP) inbound trade mission 

was traveling to regional Victoria to 
showcase fresh produce to delegates 
from across the globe. 

VIP is a large-scale, multi-sector inbound 
super trade mission that brings together 
carefully selected business leaders from 
around the world to Victoria, for a two-
week program of events.

Mr Larkin said this year high level 
corporate executives from China, 
Thailand, Vietnam and Middle East 
were targeted to attend the horticulture 
program. 

“We kept numbers lower in order to 
make the program more exclusive for 

Food and Fibre Trade 
Team 
¡ Team of six staff in Melbourne 

and regional Victoria (Horsham, 
Warrnambool and Bendigo)

¡ International trade development 

¡ International project 
management 

¡ Hosts inward trade missions 
and smaller, targeted delegations 

¡ Strategic outbound trade 
delegations 

¡ Focus sectors - horticulture, 
meat, dairy, prepared foods, 
wine and grains 

¡ Looks to increase and sustain 
trade to international markets 
through trade development
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tours, and PR campaigns. The multi-
industry, multi-country integrated 
promotional program was designed 
to raise awareness of the advantages 
of quality, safe and healthy Australian 
horticulture products.

Facilitating exports for 
Victorian growers
The Victorian Government continues 
to support industry towards increasing 
exports by developing new markets, 
improving markets access, and 
maximising opportunities arising from 
free trade agreements. 

Trade is a critical element in Victoria’s 
ongoing prosperity. The total value of 
Victoria’s goods exports reached $23.7 
billion in 2014-15, an increase of almost 
20% since 2010-2011. 

The increasing value of global trade, 
particularly with Asian economies, and 
the economic, employment, business 
and social benefits from participating 
in international trade, present 
considerable opportunities for Victorian 
businesses and the state as a whole. 

Trade enables Victoria to specialise in 
the production of goods and services 
in which we have clear strengths, 
maximising the potential for economic 
growth and prosperity across the state. 

The Victorian Government, through a 
range of initiatives supports deeper 
engagement by local business with 
various export markets. 

For more information on trade missions 
and export markets visit  
W: business.vic.gov.au/export

the international delegates, and provide 
them with more opportunity to engage 
at a highly professional level with local 
businesses.” 

The delegates from the various sectors 
will meet with Victorian businesses 
across fashion and retail, medical 
technology and pharmaceuticals, 
education, food and fibre, water and 
new energy technology.

VIP provides local companies a chance to:

¡ pursue new contracts;

¡ develop exports and meet with 
existing partners;

¡ showcase Victorian goods, services 
and technology to international 
business leaders, buyers and 
investors; and

¡ find ways to overcome regulatory 
barriers to overseas trade and growth.

VIP delegates will participate in 
tailored business programs, site visits 
to regional Victoria and networking 
functions. As special guests, they will 
see for themselves Victoria’s world-class 
industries, resources, assets and people.

VIP delegates participating in the 
tailored horticulture program will 
receive an overview of the Australian 
food retail sector by Freshlogic CEO, 
Martin Kneebone; and meet with major 
retail stores and companies throughout 
Melbourne. 

The tour of regional Victoria will see 
site visits to major table grape, almond, 
vegetable, dried fruit and citrus 
properties and packaging facilities 
throughout the Sunraysia region, 
and attending networking functions 
attended by growers, exporters and key 
industry participants. 

“New business has resulted from 
this season’s program and existing 
partnerships will see relationships 
continue to thrive,” Mr Larkin said.

Outbound trade missions
To complement the work undertaken 
with inward trade missions, the Food 
and Fibre Trade Team also host targeted 
outbound trade missions. Whilst inward 
trade missions are vital to the growth of 
Victorian exports, so too is the opportunity 
for Australian growers, exporters and 
industry experts to visit key export 
markets, and form business relationships 
which are crucial to future trade. 

Most recently, Trade Victoria through 
the Food and Fibre Team have co-

ordinated delegations to attend 
major food expo’s, Gulfood in Dubai, 
and Foodex in Japan and will also 
coordinate at Food and Hotel Asia in 
Singapore, Seoul Food in Korea and 
SIAL in China over the coming months. 
The Now! In Season CEO produce 
campaign is also planned to take place 
in April 2016.

CEO Visit Program and 
Now! In Season produce 
campaign 
In 2015, the Victorian Government 
in collaboration with Horticulture 
Innovation Australia (Hort Innovation) 
and Austrade received the 2015 Asia 
Fruit Award for Marketing Campaign 
of the Year for the multi-country, 
multi-commodity ‘Now! In Season’ 
horticulture marketing campaign.

The ‘Now! In Season’ campaign is now 
in its second year which started with 
summerfruit marketing promotions in 
South East Asia and will move on to 
table grapes, pears, apples and citrus 
promotions over the next few months 
and expand to include North Asia. 

This unique marketing program has 
been developed to deliver synergies 
across a number of horticulture 
industries that fund common market 
development promotional activities 
including, in-store promotion, retail 

Victoria produced 63% of Australia’s 
table grapes in 2014/15

In 2014-15, Victoria accounted for 
93% of Australia’s table grapes 
exports

In 2014-15, value of Victoria’s table 
grapes exports totalled $223.7m

Top 3 export destinations for 
Victorian table grapes:

¡ Hong Kong $85.3m

¡ Indonesia $34.5m

¡ China $14.8m

Value rating for Australia’s table 
grape exports: 2nd highest value 
horticultural export crop

% of Victoria’s total horticultural 
exports: 25%
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News

Diary 2016

Five small producers in San Felipe 
have come together to export the first 
ever Fairtrade-labelled table grapes 
from Chile to the United Kingdom in 
a project organised by Fedefruta and 
Chilean economic development agency 
Corfo.

The first shipments of the INIAgrape-
one, a black variety developed by INIA 
and Consorcio Biofrutas, was shipped 
to the UK in March.

“MiFrutaChile is the first group in the 
country that has received Fairtrade 
certification for table grapes in Chile. It 
shows that its clients, who are mainly 
from Europe, are prepared to pay a 
premium for a differentiated product 
that helps small producers in the 
Aconcagua Valley,” said Leonardo 
Valenzuela, who manages the project.

According to its developers, the 
INIAgrape-one variety has numerous 
advantages, such as being easy to 
produce, having an excellent colour 
and flavour profile and being able to 
withstand long journey times, allowing it 
to reach even the most distant markets.

“Black varieties make up just 3% of 
the global table grape market and as 
such they tend to be more of a niche 
segment for which people are prepared 

to pay higher prices,” Mr Valenzuela 
said. 

“By focusing on this variety we are 
seeking greater differentiation and 
better returns for our growers.”

Juan Carlos Sepúlveda of Fedefruta 
said the trial “is proof that even the 
smallest producers are able to access 
the latest genetic technology developed 
in Chile in order to position themselves 
in the main export markets”.

In this case, the grapes are being 
exported via Agrícola Brown and GLS 
Internacional, two of the leading export 
companies in the Aconcagua Valley.

This article was written by Maura 
Maxwell and appeared in EuroFruit on 
11 March, 2016. 

Chilean grapes in Fairtrade first

APRIL
5-7 Irrigation New Zealand 

Conference and Expo 2016, 
Oamaru, New Zealand,  
W: irrigationnz.co.nz/events-
training/conference-2016

12-15 FHA Singapore 2016, 
Singapore Expo, Singapore,  
W: foodnhotelasia.com

MAY
5-7 SIAL China, Shanghai New 

International Expo Centre, 
Shanghai, China,  
W: sialchina.com

8-11 17th HOFEX, Hong Kong 
Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, Hong Kong.  
W: hofex.com

10-13 Seoul Food Hotel 2016, Korean 
International Exhibition Center, 
Seoul, South Korea.  
W: seoulfoodnhotel.co.kr

13-14 Riverina Field Days, Griffith 
Showgrounds.  
W: riverinafielddays.com

17-19 PMA Fresh Connections 2016: 
Growing a brighter future, 
Brisbane Convention and 
Exhibition Centre.  
T: (03) 9320 8665,  
E: info@pmafreshconnections.
com.au,
W: pmafreshconnections.com.au

20-21 Mildura Field Days, TAFE 
campus Benetook Avenue, 
Mildura. Contact: Field Days 
Coordinator, M: 0487 021 122 
E: info@mildurafielddays.com.au, 
W: mildurafielddays.com.au

24-26 Irrigation Australia – 
International Conference 
and Exhibition, Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, Melbourne,  
W: irrigationaustralia.com.au

30-1 World Nut and Dried Fruit 
Congress, San Diego, 
California,  
W: nutfruitcongress.org/
sandiego2016

JUNE
23-25 2016 National Horticulture 

Convention (Australia’s 
National Horticulture 
Convention & Trade Show), 
RACV Royal Pines Resort, 
Gold Coast, Queensland 
W: ausveg.com.au/
events/convention-2016/
convention-2016.htm

JULY
7-9 Ag-grow Field days, Emerald, 

Queensland. W: aggrow.com.au

27-28 National Horticulture and 
Innovation Expo, Gatton 
Research Facility, Warrego 

Highway, Gatton. Contact: 
Leonie Brassey:  
M: 0456 956 340, 
E: projectmanager@
lockyervalleygrowers.com.au

AUGUST
20 Merbein Great Vanilla Slice 

Triumph incorporating the 
National Dried Vine Fruit Bake-
Off. W: merbeinvanillaslice.com

SEPTEMBER
6 Asiafruit Congress 2016, 

AsiaWorld-Expo, Hong Kong 
International Airport, Hong 
Kong, W: asiafruitcongress.com

7-9 Asia Fruit Logistica 2016, 
AsiaWorld-Expo, Hong Kong 
International Airport, Hong 
Kong, W: asiafruitlogistica.com

16-17 Riverland Field Days, Barmera, 
South Australia. Contact: Tim 
Grieger T: 0409 099 122,  
W: riverlandfielddays.com.au

TBC China World Fruit and 
Vegetable Trade Fair (China 
FVF) 2015, China National 
Convention Center, Beijing, 
China. W: en.chinafvf.com

OCTOBER
5-7 Fruit attraction, Madrid, Spain, 

W: ifema.es/fruitattraction_01
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Chinese trade officials inspect Mildura farms

News

Riversands Vineyards
St George, QLD
•	 Table	and	wine	grapes
•	 20	ha	irrigated	vines	on	well	

drained	sandy	loam	soils
•	 Secure	226	ML	water	allocation
•	 Established	markets	and	

recognised	wine	label
•	 Cellar	and	garden	cafe
•	 Packing	shed,	50	pallet	coldroom	

and	workshop
•	 Full	working	plant
Contact
Shane	Blakeley	0458	651	659	
shane.blakeley@raywhite.com

In a boost for Mildura’s fruit export profile, 
Chinese quarantine officials inspected 
two local farms to get a close up look 
at produce quality and processes as 
the nation’s horticulture Research and 
Development Corporation continues talks 
about increasing exports to China.

Hosted by Hort Innovation and industry 
body representatives, the 11 delegates 
represent four key Chinese provinces 
and include the high ranking chair 
of the China Entry-Exit Inspection 
Quarantine Association’s Plant and 
Animal Health Committee – a key 
agency charged with determining 
import activity into the country.

Hort Innovation Trade Specialist 
Angus Street said the activity in March 
was the first to take place following 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
the Corporation signed with China in 
September last year.

“These site tours represent a 
momentous occasion in the history of 
Australian and China horticultural trade 
relations,” he said.

“This visit marks the first of many 
activities Australia and China will 
participate in with the interest of 
strengthening horticulture trade 
between both our countries.”

Mr Street said “with its abundance of 
produce, Mildura is the ideal port of call 
for delegates to inspect Australian fruit, 
particularly table grapes and citrus.

“The delegation will get a close up 
look into how the stringent packing, 
pest management and produce quality 
standards of Australian fruit growers 
align with China’s requirements.”

Fruit Tree Trading farm manager Francis 
Garreffa said it was an honour to walk the 
delegation through his farm operations, 
and the tour is great for the region’s 
profile. “The visit has put Mildura on 
the map for the Chinese delegates,” Mr 
Garreffa said.

“It is fantastic that we are able to 
showcase where more than 2,000 tonnes 
of the table grapes China import each 
year come from, and how we follow the 
stringent packing and pest management 
requirements China has in place.”

The delegation toured Melbourne 
retailers to gain a sense of the quality 
and range of fresh produce available 
in Australia’s domestic retailers before 
travelling to Mildura, and visited 
summerfruit and apple orchards in 
Cobram and Shepparton on their return.

Mr Street said Victoria’s fruit exports to 
China have almost doubled over the past 
year: “By the end of last year, exports of 
Victorian citrus, table grapes, cherries and 
apples had increased by 8,588 tonnes, up 
81% on the previous year. In dollar terms, 
the value rose to $9.477million, 55% up 
on the previous year.”

He said while that is positive, Hort 
Innovation is committed to working with 
growers, and China, to further boost the 
nation’s trade output.

Mr Feng Chunguang, Director of the Animal and Plant Health Committee, CIQA, 
Australian Table Grape Association CEO Jeff Scott, Vincent He farm owner, Hort 
Innovation Asian Markets Manager Angus Street.
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Industry development

Growers invited to apply for development subsidies
Dried grape growers are invited to 
submit an Expression of Interest (EOI) 
to be part of an exciting initiative for 
dried grape growers.

The $4.9 million Dried Vine Fruit 
Diversification and Sustainability 
Initiative is part of the Murray-
Darling Basin Regional Economic 
Diversification Program and is a key 
part of Dried Fruits Australia’s strategy 
to attract new investment and to ensure 
the industry operates at a critical-mass 
necessary for securing its long-term 
future.

Dried Fruits Australia Chairman Mark 
King said the first round of the initiative 
had been very well received and a 
second call for EOI from growers, and 
intending growers, to be part of the 
initiative in 2016 had been open since 
November 2015. 

Growers are advised to act quickly as 
the EOI forms should be submitted to 
Dried Fruits Australia by COB 29 April 
2016.

Funding and criteria
Round 2 participants will need to plant 
new vines in 2016-17 or, if funds remain 
available, in 2017-18. Developments 
which are staged over two years will 
be welcomed, while staging over three 
years may also be possible if funding 
remains.

The subsidy is for eligible Victorian 
growers only.

It provides a 20% on capital 
expenditure in planting new patches or 
converting existing patches of vines to 
new varieties. 

The subsidy will cover items such as -

¡ New varieties of vines such as 

Sunglo, Sunmuscat, Selma Pete, 
Bruce’s Sport, Black Gem and 
other approved varieties by the 
management committee. This 
includes new grafted vines or top 
working of existing vines. It is 
important to note that replanting 
with sultanas will not be eligible.

¡ Trellis materials, including posts, 
strainers, trellis frames and wire

¡ The cost of installing trellis

¡ The cost of vine planting

¡ The cost of clearing a patch old vines

All work undertaken must be done by 
a contractor who has an ABN and can 
issue the grower with an invoice for the 
work undertaken.

The subsidy cannot take into account 
the owner’s time and effort in the costs 
to be claimed.

Before payments will be made, 
evidence the work has been undertaken 
must be presented to Dried Fruits 
Australia in the form of tax invoices 
from the contractors. 

Intending participants are required to 
show evidence of capital expenses before 
funding contributions can be made.

Initially payments of 18% subsidy 
on the capital costs will be paid to 
participating growers once the relevant 
milestones have been met with 
Regional Development Victoria (RDV).

The remaining 2% will be paid at the 
conclusion of the project when the 
vines are commercially producing.

Selected participants will need to enter 
an agreement with Dried Fruits Australia 
which will include: 

¡ Having a vine development proposal 
which involves -
§ Minimum of 2 hectares for 

existing vine growers

§ Minimum of 4 hectares for new 
vine growers

¡ Committing to a capital 
development schedule within the 
project time frame

¡ Demonstrating that they can secure 
at least 18% of the capital costs 
to implement the new plantings as 
well as any additional infrastructure 
that may be involved in their specific 
proposal

¡ Being prepared to comply with the 
Initiative’s Code of Practice

¡ Entering into a contract for the sale 
of the fruit to a processor or

¡ Provide evidence of a market for the 
fruit from the new varieties.

Growers can obtain an EOI from the 
Dried Fruits Australia office or by 
contacting the project consultant, 
Wayne Street E: wayne.street@
streetryan.com.au

If you would like to discuss any aspect 
of the initiative, please call DFA Industry 
Development Officer, John Hawtin on  
T: (03) 5023 3321; DFA Chairman  
Mark King on M: 0427 272 207; or  
Project Manager Wayne Street on  
M: 0412 185 645. 

EOI forms should be 
submitted to Dried 

Fruits Australia by COB 
29 April 2016.

Dried fruit growers who participated in round 1 of the Dried Vine Fruit Diversification and Sustainability Initiative have planted their vines 
and are looking forward to harvesting their first crop.
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Backpacker tax review welcomed

News

AvAilAble Now - software offering traceability from:

30

Identify the picker or packers

A single variety from a specific patch or block

Identify the container type used

Onto a pallet and into storage

Dispatch to the customer

Any rejected produce

5 Urwin Court, Po Box 374 Red Cliffs, VIC 3496  | Tel (03) 5024 1212| Fax (03) 5045 3333 | Email: kerry@innovative-tags.com.au 

A review of the ‘backpacker tax’ and 
the introduction of an effects test are 
Australian Government decisions which 
have been warmly welcomed by the 
horticulture industry.

Growcom Chief Executive Officer 
Pat Hannan said that the review of 
the decision to scrap the tax-free 
threshold for backpackers from 1 July 
announced by Minister for Tourism, 
Richard Colbeck, would hopefully result 
in a more sensible tax measure, and 
one reached in consultation with those 
industries directly affected.

“In our view the Federal Government’s 
decision to set a tax-rate of 32.5 cents 
in the dollar from the commencement 
of earnings for backpackers working in 
Australia was ill considered and would 
have disastrous consequences for the 
backpacker, the farmers, and the rural 
areas in which they work,” he said.

“The government did not consult with 
the industries it would affect, particularly 
horticulture where access to labour 
continues to be a major issue and where 
backpackers on temporary work visas 
remain a vitally important labour force 
during seasonal harvest periods.

“We hope an appropriate tax rate 
will now be discussed - one that will 
preserve Australia’s ability to compete 
with other overseas holiday destinations 
and continue to attract young 
backpackers to work in the horticulture 
industry here in Australia.

“Surveys have shown that backpackers 
on temporary work visas – visa sub-
class 417 Working Holiday Makers 
– comprise almost two-thirds of 
horticulture’s casual workforce (about 
40 000 people annually). Much of their 
motivation for working on farms is the 
incentive of a second 12 month visa.

“The new proposal from 1 July would 
require working holiday makers to pay 
32.5% tax on every dollar earned. As a 
result, their earnings would drop from 
$21.62 per hour to $14.59 per hour.

“This would mean backpackers would 
make a higher net rate by working 
in New Zealand, with Canada close 
behind. Both these countries are 
Australia’s major competitors for the 
working holiday maker tourist market.

“An important fact that is often overlooked 
is that working holiday makers contribute 

more than $3.5 billion to the Australian 
economy each year and that injection of 
cash into local businesses is what keeps 
many small towns alive.”

This view was reiterated by the National 
Farmers’ Federation (NFF).

NFF President, Brent Finlay said since 
the announcement of the proposed 
backpacker tax the NFF had heard 
from primary producers from across the 
country saying it would damage both 
their businesses and their communities. 

“At the core of this issue is the threat 
the tax poses to the ability of farmers to 
access a secure and reliable workforce – 
something which underpins our capacity 
to produce premium quality food and 
fibre at increasing volumes as dictated 
by surging demand for Australian 
product,” Mr Finlay said. 

“By announcing the review, the 
government has committed to finding 
an alternative, revenue-neutral proposal 
to the backpacker tax, in consultation 
with affected stakeholders and the 
Ministers for Employment, Immigration 
and Agriculture, and we most certainly 
welcome this development.” 
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DFA Chief Executive’s report

‘Australian Farmers’ agreed to as the way forward 
for agricultural representation

Phil Chidgzey
DFA CEO

Dried fruit import statistics
Import statistics (tonnes) for 11 months to 31 January, 2016

Total dried grapes imports: 18,330t 
down 3,634t on the same period last 
year

Sultana: 13,790t 
down 259t from 14,049t imported 
in same period last year 
Main suppliers: Turkey 10,670t,  
China 1,858t

Currant: 1,996t 
up 1,058t from 938t imported in same 
period last year. 
Main suppliers: Greece 1,845t, South 
Africa 130t

Other dried grapes (TSRs): 2,554t 
down 4,433t from 6,977t imported in 
same period last year 
Main suppliers: US 878t, Chile 612tt

Dried apricot: 3,552t 
down 128t from 3,670t imported in 
same period last year 
Main suppliers: Turkey 2,869t, South 
Africa 380t

Prune: 2,293t 
up 851t from 1,442t imported in same 
period last year 
Main suppliers: Chile 1,275t, US 961t

‘Australian Farmers’ has been declared 
the future name of a streamlined and 
unified body to represent the nation’s 
agriculture industry at a meeting of the 
National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) 
Members’ Council in Canberra.

The name was passed unanimously and 
will come into effect upon the finalisation 
of a model for a new representative 
entity, as part of the Project Streamline 
and Strengthen (PSS).

Members’ Council consists of 
representatives of all NFF members, 
including State Farming Organisations, 
Commodity Councils and Associate 
Members, and meets three times each 
year.

NFF President, Brent Finlay, said 
settlement upon the name was 
a significant milestone in the 
development of a unified organisation 
for the agricultural sector and laid 
further foundations for a more efficient 
and powerful lobbying force.

“Project Streamline and Strengthen has 
been a work in progress since the NFF 
embarked upon a journey to critically 
look at the characteristics of the 

world’s strongest and most successful 
representative bodies, through the 
independent Newgate Report, and 
to implement these within our own 
organisation to revitalise the way we do 
business,” Mr Finlay said.

“This was never going to be a simple or 
quick process given the complexities 
surrounding the integration of a number 
of organisations across jurisdictions and 
commodities.

“The strength of this 
organisation will be further 
underpinned by the NFF’s 
online platform, the first of 
its kind in Australia.”
“However, the unanimous decision 
to name the future entity ‘Australian 
Farmers’, and the commencement 
of work on a constitution for that 
organisation, shows the significant 
progress which has been made, 
particularly over the last 12 months, 
towards creating a formidable force in 
Australian advocacy and positioning 
agriculture as a national priority.

“The strength of this organisation will be 
further underpinned by the NFF’s online 
platform, the first of its kind in Australia 
and due for launch mid this year, which 
will provide a single source of valuable 
industry and weather information and 
food and agribusiness news as well 
as the ability for farmers’ voices to be 

magnified through online campaigns 
and polling.”

Mr Finlay said agreement on the 
‘Australian Farmers’ name and discussion 
surrounding industry unification was only 
one element of a highly successful two 
days of talks in Canberra.

“Across the Members’ Council meeting 
key policy issues were robustly discussed 
and the agenda set for the upcoming 
Federal Election,” Mr Finlay said.

“The Member’s Council is a critical 
meeting to ensure the NFF’s advocacy 
efforts are clearly focused on the 
policies required for agriculture to 
meet its potential as our global market 
opportunities soar and to making sure 
government recognises the value of the 
sector to the broader economy.

“Just this week the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics has reported the value of 
agricultural production in Australia was 
up some 5.4% to $54 billion in 2014-15, 
despite tough seasonal conditions, and 
this is a clear reflection of the strength 
and importance of our industry.

“To match this growth and to ensure 
agriculture remains front of mind for our 
decision makers a strong and cohesive 
advocacy body is required.

“Never before have we been so well 
positioned to represent Australian 
farmers and the agricultural supply 
chain with this strength only to grow as 
we head towards a new and dynamic 
organisation.”
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Drying for profit

Strong interest in new varieties

John Hawtin
Industry Development 
Officer

David Langdon explains the process used to successfully top work his vines to Sunglo. 

Rain-affected sultanas, improving 
global prices and the chance to 
subsidise development costs through 
the Dried Vine Fruit Diversification and 
Sustainability Initiative have encouraged 
dried fruit growers to consider replanting 
or expanding their blocks.

New Varieties Field Walk
For the past five years Alan Long has 
opened his property to dried fruit 
growers to observe a selection of 
new varieties grown in commercial 
conditions in Australia. 

The New Varieties Field Walks have 
been popular with growers, and this 
year was no different with 28 attending 
on 17 January to see Mr Long’s trial 
plot for the last time.

This fabulous resource includes the 
sultana-type varieties - Merbein 
Seedless, Menindee Seedless, Summer 
Muscat, Diamond Muscat, DOVine, 
Selma Pete and FSAC Bruce’s Sport on 
both Ramsay and Paulsen rootstocks; 
Sunmuscat (on Paulsen only); and 
plantings of sultana on its own roots for 
a control. All vines were trained onto 
Swingarm trellis.

It enables growers considering 
replanting to compare sultana-type 
varieties within the plot and decide if 
a particular variety would meet their 
needs to minimise the risk of rain 
damage and spread the workload over 
the harvest period.

About half the audience indicated it was 
their first time at the field walk, which 
was surprising, but welcome news. 
This desire to learn more about the new 
varieties available is a good sign for the 
industry which needs to expand through 
new plantings and higher production 
levels if it is to survive. 

Mr Long will be removing a number 
of the varieties in his trial plot shortly 
and will be planting it up with one 
reliable variety to consolidate the patch. 
Dried Fruits Australia thanks him for 
his willingness to show these vines 
and share his experiences with fellow 
growers who appreciate it greatly.

Top-working Sunglo Field 
Walk
Top-working utilises the root mass and 
trunk of an existing vine, theoretically 
allowing the vine to produce a crop 
within two years of top-working, 
compared to three years with nursery-
grafted vines.

There is still some debate among 
growers as to the benefits of top-
working existing vines to Sunglo, so 
a field walk was held on 3 February 
and the experiences of three different 
growers heard. 

The field walk began at Ivan Shaw’s 
property in Merbein South with 18 
participants shown nursery-grafted 
Sunglo on Ramsey rootstock and the 
growth of those vines to serve as a 
comparison to the top-worked vines that 
were going to be visited later in the field 
walk. These vines were planted in 2011. 
So far these vines have produced two 
crops with an average of 3 tonnes per 
acre. This is a pleasing result as Sunglo 
is a bit slower to establish than sultanas. 

The group then moved on to hear from 
growers who had top-worked Sunglo.

David Langdon has had success with 
Sungo top-worked onto Sharana 
on Ramsey rootstock. Mr Langdon 
reported a 90-95% success rate and 
that the cordon was established and 
had filled the wire by the end of the 
growing season.

He is very happy with the result and 
would consider top-working again if he 
was to change varieties and the vines 
were in a suitable condition to be top-
worked.

The evening concluded at Rodney 
Trigg’s property where the diminished 

group learnt that top-working Sunglo is 
sometimes difficult.

Mr Trigg top-worked Sunglo onto 
sultanas on Ruggeri rootstock. He said 
that the vines were slow to get growing 
and it was even harder to extend the 
cordons along the cordon wire. The 
vines will not be cropping in two years 
from top-working as expected. 

Given his time again Mr Trigg would 
plant grafted vines to avoid the 
unevenness of the establishing vines 
in the patch and would be prepared to 
wait the extra year for the grafted vines 
to yield a crop.

Plan for replanting
The strong interest in new varieties 
in recent years has placed additional 
demand on the supply of budwood.

Growers contemplating planting new 
varieties are advised to plan ahead. 
Consult with nurseries to ascertain the 
availability of vines, place orders and 
pay a deposit to secure vines for the 
following season.

Most nurseries will not take the risk of 
speculating on unplaced orders and 
now usually graft to order, resulting in 
a lag time of about a year until grafted 
vines will be available.

Licensed varieties, such as Sunglo, 
Bruce’s Sport and Black Gem, that require 
royalties to be paid can only be purchased 
through licensed nurseries. Growers must 
complete a Registered Grower Agreement 
(RGA) with Dried Fruits Australia before 
purchase. The agreement can be obtained 
from either the licensed nursery or Dried 
Fruits Australia.

All other varieties can be purchased 
from growers’ preferred nursery.
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ATGA Chief Executive’s report

Jeff Scott
ATGA CEO

Grape exports – buyers just can’t get enough
to clean up non-registered exporters of 
dairy products, but that may take two 
to three years. 

On average the table grape industry 
sends one million boxes of grapes by 
air each year. It is predicted that 40% or 
400,000 boxes will not be shipped this 
year because of the lack of available 
airfreight and increased costs.

Korea
The Korean inspector has been in 
Australia for two months and during 
that time she received a thorough 
understanding of the table grape 
process - picking and packing 
procedures and even a simulated 
inspection run, to familiarise herself 
with how we would want inspections 
to take place - prior to her official 
inspections. 

This has paid dividends, as there has 
been a 100% pass rate to date. The 
use of AO’s has proven beneficial 
in 12 of the 14 inspections to date, 
taking just over two hours to complete. 
However, when a departmental officer 
was used, the whole process took 
nearly five hours to complete. 

Export protocols
The Victorian Government has 
commenced a project to determine 
the effectiveness of a SO2 pad and 
cold treatment on pests of concern for 
overseas countries, in particular China 
and Korea. It is hoped these full trials will 
demonstrate efficacy data that will allow 
tolerances in the inspection regime.

Finally there has been some movement 
on the on-shore cold treatment 
requirements for protocol markets. 
China has agreed that the industry can 
commence the treatment at approved 
facilities without the need for the 
Chinese to observe the process. 

Thailand has also responded to 
requests over the past two years for 
on-shore cold treatment approval. Two 
auditors were sent to approve the six 
facilities that registered an interest 
with the ATGA. The audit process 
was extensive with a 24 hour cold 
temperature recording of six probes in 
an empty cool room followed by grape 
pulp temperature readings overnight 
with the cool room holding at least half 
capacity of fruit. The audit is complete 
and we are now waiting on an official 
response from Thailand to allow the 
commencement of on-shore cold 
treatment to that country.

The Sunraysia season is well under way 
and by all accounts growers should 
be pleased with the strong demand 
for Australian table grapes from 
international markets. Early statistics 
indicate that exports are up 65% in 
the first month compared to last year 
and the farm gate prices growers are 
receiving are very pleasing. Finally our 
industry is becoming a price-setter 
rather than price-taker. 

We are seeing an increase in exports to 
all countries, particularly to the Middle 
East, Philippines, New Zealand and 
Japan. It is also pleasing to see that the 
industry is exporting directly to China 
mainland. 

Streamlined costs
The introduction of Authorised Officers 
(AO) for shipment inspections and probe 
loading of containers has been a welcome 
introduction for the industry. It has 
provided growers with greater flexibility, 
more control over the fruit and hopefully, in 
time, will result in reduced costs. 

Whilst becoming an Authorised Officer 
means you can inspect your own fruit 
destined for protocol markets, the 
industry must ensure that all those who 
have undertaken this role must adhere 
to the strict requirements of being an 

Authorised Officer. Any breach has the 
potential to undermine the integrity of the 
program and impact international trade, 
therefore we must all work together to 
ensure the program is a success. 

Canberra has also revised the 
Registered Establishment costs. If a 
premises exports no more than 400 
tonnes of grapes per year they can 
have their establishment registered 
for a first year cost of $1,200 and then 
$600 per year thereafter. Combined 
with additional Authorised Officers, this 
certainly has streamlined the process 
and costs involved for exporting grapes.

Airfreight availability
At a recent meeting in Canberra with 
the Department of Agriculture and 
Water Resources, which included 
a member of the Australian Federal 
Police, I raised the issue of a lack of 
airfreight availability for table grapes. 
Airlines were accepting infant formula 
and vitamins tablets in preference to 
fresh fruit and had increased prices as 
the mainly Chinese exporters of infant 
formula were prepared to pay more. 

It was explained at the meeting that 
if a product is 10kg or under, or is not 
manufactured in Australia, then the 
export control act has no jurisdiction. 

The AFP said only 10-15% of the milk 
products currently air freighted from 
Australia are manufactured here – the 
majority is sourced from overseas 
countries such as New Zealand. 
Therefore, there is nothing the AFP or 
DAWR can do about it in the immediate 
short-term. The department is working 

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott, Merbein grower Vincent He and Hort Innovation Asian 
Markets Manager Angus Street show what Australia can offer during a recent visit by 
Chinese quarantine officials.
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Global grape goss
Below are some headlines from across the globe which recently caught our 
attention! We have provided the source of each article should you decide to locate 
the full story. Note: these are amended versions of the published article.

Global grape goss

Record crop 
value for 
California table 
grapes in 2015
Published: 16/3/2016

110.5 million boxes (109.3 million 
19-pound box equivalents) of California 
table grapes were shipped during the 
2015 season, setting a new record 
crop value at $1.83 billion, surpassing 
the previous record set in 2014 of 
$1.76 billion. A majority of the crop is 
consumed in the US. In 2015, 34.7% of 
the total volume was exported to over 
50 countries around the world, with 
a total export volume of 37.9 million 
19-pound boxes valued at $737.8 
million.

The top five volume export markets 
were Canada at 11.3 million 19-pound 
boxes, followed by Mexico at 5.7 
million, China/Hong Kong at 3.5 million, 
the Philippines at 1.9 million and Taiwan 
at 1.8 million.

“Since the industry surpassed the 100 
million box mark for the first time in its 
history in 2012, the total crop volume 
has seen three consecutive years over 
110 million boxes,” said Kathleen Nave, 
president of the California Table Grape 
Commission. 

Australian fruit exports 
growing
Source: goodfruitandvegetables.com.au, 
Published: 7/3/2016

A recently released report in Australia 
shows that the future for fruit exports is 
looking positive; exports are expected 
to increase from $821 million in 2015-
16 to around $900 million by 2020-21. 
The Australian Bureau of Agricultural 
and Resource Economics and Sciences 
(ABARES)’s Outlook 2016 agricultural 
commodities report states that between 
2010-11 and 2014-15 the total value 
of fruit exports grew by $262 million 
to $770 million following a decade of 
contraction.

More than 80% of the value of fruit 
exports in 2014-15 was fresh and table 
grapes were the highest value export, 
“having grown to $240 million from 
$79 million in 2010-11,” the report 
said. “Grape exports grew in 2014-15, 
despite the loss of trade to Vietnam 
resulting from biosecurity restrictions. 

Vietnam was Australia’s third-largest 
market in 2013-14. “Exports to China 
and Japan increased markedly in 2014-
15, with Japan becoming an important 
importer of Australian grapes for the 
first time.”

New study links grape 
consumption to eye health
Published: 29/2/2016

Eating grapes may help protect eye 
health, according to new research 
published in the journal Nutrition. 
The laboratory study was conducted 
at the University of Miami, Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute and showed that 
a grape-enriched diet preserved the 
retina’s structure and function against 
damaging oxidative stress. 

Natural components in grapes that 
help promote antioxidant activity are 
thought to contribute to these beneficial 
effects. The retina is the part of the eye 
that contains the cells that respond 
to light, known as photoreceptors. 
Degeneration of the retina causes 
progressive photoreceptor death and 
irreversible vision impairment, including 
blindness, affecting millions of people 
in the US. Oxidative stress is strongly 
associated with retinal disease.

Study results showed that the group 
consuming the grape-enriched diet 
maintained retinal thickness, the quantity 
of photoreceptors, and the amount 
of photoreceptor activity, despite the 
oxidative stress insult. Conversely, in 
the non-grape consuming group, retinas 
were damaged, displaying holes and 
lesions, and with a significant decrease 
in thickness. Additionally, there was a 
40% reduction in photoreceptors and 
significant loss of photoreceptor activity. 

“Adding grapes to the diet actually 
preserved retinal health in the presence 
of oxidative stress in this study,” said 
Dr. Abigail Hackam, lead investigator of 
the study. For more information, the full 
study can be accessed at W: ncbi.nlm.
nih.gov/pubmed/26732835.

Shipping company sued 
for negligence over grape 
shipment
Source: pennrecord.com,  
Published: 25/1/2016

A New Jersey-based shipping company 
is being sued by a Peruvian fruit 

shipping company alleging negligence 
and unseaworthiness. The case 
concerns alleged damage to a grape 
shipment.

In December 2014 in Lima, Peru, the 
suit states, 1,800 boxes of grapes 
consigned to the plaintiff were delivered 
in good condition aboard the marine 
vessel Vittoria.

According to the complaint, the goods 
were then trans-shipped to the marine 
vessel Limari and were delivered by the 
defendant to the plaintiff, at which point 
the plaintiff allegedly discovered the 
goods were damaged, deteriorated in 
value, and unfit for sale or use.

The suit states the defendant was 
negligent in failing to provide a 
seaworthy vessel, failing to exercise 
due care in handling the cargo, and 
other negligent acts or omissions. As 
a result, the plaintiff suffered damages 
of more than $39,000 and seeks to 
recover those damages, plus interests 
and costs of the suit. 

Drive-through supermarkets 
could be revolution
Published: 15/1/2016

Grocery shopping is a chore hated by 
many, and online services have become 
increasingly popular for helping 
customers avoid crowded aisles and 
the struggle of carrying heavy bags. 
But, these services can require hours 
or even days to process an order, and 
for picky shoppers, selecting the best 
items is something that must be done 
personally. Now, a Russian inventor has 
come up with the solution to please 
everyone—drive through supermarkets, 
where everything you need is on 
cascading shelves and you never have 
to get out of the car. Russian inventor 
Semenov Dahir Kurmanbievich has filed 
a patent application for drive through 
supermarkets to make shopping 
convenient and fast. (dailymail.co.uk)
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Dried fruit quality exceptional in 2016 

Sunbeam/Angas Park 
Dried Fruit Contacts:
David Swain, Supply Manager Dried Fruit: 

M: 0407 834 044

Alan Lister, Field Officer:  

M: 0409 437 801 

Gary Simpson, Field Officer:  

M: 0429 960 234

Barry Bottams, Field Officer:  

M: 0439 214 477 

Steve Barty, Field Officer South Australia: 

M: 0417 838 908

Sunbeam Foods/Angas Park

Vietnamese Sunbeam Distributor Team.

The 2016 harvest season is coming 
to a close and weather has again 
been either a positive or negative 
influence depending on which crop was 
produced. Excessive heat interrupted 
the dried tree fruit harvest and 
subsequently an average fruit size was 
produced. The heat was beneficial to 
dried grapes as a long period of hot dry 
weather through February and March 
resulted in a very good drying season 
and a rain event in the prune growing 
district in January caused fruit to drop 
consistently up to the commencement 
of harvest. 

Overall the fruit produced from all crops 
was of exceptional quality and will be 
positively received by Sunbeam Foods 
and Angas Park customers.

Dried grape
The season opened with a rain event 
in January which resulted in a small 
amount of damage to the earlier 
maturing varieties and this flowed 
through to the first deliveries being 
graded predominantly 3 Crown 
Light. From there the fruit continually 
improved and to the end of March over 
80% of the sultana types delivered 
were graded as Light fruit. 

This will give a significant boost to 
our European markets in Europe, 
backing up from a successful 2015 
export program which is returning the 
best prices globally. Another good 
season and supply to this market adds 
confidence to our customers that 
we are able to supply consistently. 
Exports to other markets in Japan, 
China and Vietnam developed in 2015, 
will continue to expand this year. A 
combination of Sunbeam Foods and 
Angas Park retail products are being 
exported to China and Vietnam.

The domestic and industrial markets 
will also be supplied with very good 
quality fruit and there has been 
substantial interest from the industrial 
sector in the first quarter of 2016 for 
sultanas and to lesser extent currants. 

The Sunbeam All Australian 18 Quality 
Awards, now in the 7th year, will be hotly 
contested as the fruit quality is very 
high and the amount of fruit requiring 
additional treatment is low. Our 18 

winners will receive $1,000 and a trophy 
and our five best performers will receive 
an all-expenses trip to Melbourne. 

In January the European Parliament has 
mandated that the Maximum Residue 
Limit of Chlorpyrifos in raisins (sultana) 
be lowered from 0.5 parts per million 
to 0.01 parts per million and to take 
effect from August 2016. Chlorpyrifos 
is the active constituent of products 
like Lorsban and this move signals 
the international intent to significantly 
reduce the use of pesticides. 

The decision has sent shock waves 
through Turkey as 90% of their raisin 
crop is exported and there is a very 
big risk that the remaining 2015 crop 
cannot be exported to the EU as Turkey 
has a high occurrence of Chlorpyrifos. 
The Turkish Bourse reacted by 
dropping the price by 15%.

Australian dried grape growers use very 
few of this class of chemical, preferring 
to use beneficial insects to eradicate 
pests. Further updates through the year 
will be communicated to our suppliers.

Prunes
Very much like 2015, the prune harvest 
this season was impacted by a rain 
event in January which saw fruit drop 
consistently across the growing areas 
with some varieties more affected 
than others. This has resulted in a 
crop reduction of around 25% on the 
forecasted intake for Angas Park. The 
upside is that the fruit size is up on 2015 
and the overall quality is very good. 

The Angas Park Prune Quality Awards 
for 2016 will be announced in August 
and again will reward three growers who 
have produced good size, clean fruit with 
consistent moisture, that can be easily 
graded and processed into prunes.

Dried tree fruit
The apricot harvest started early with 
maturity ahead of time before the New 
Year and with a slightly larger crop 
than 2014/15. The overall quality was 
good, but periods of excessively high 
temperature through harvest stunted 
the fruit development and this resulted 
in an average size fruit produced. 

The majority of the fruit received by 
Angas Park was from our Pike River 
farm and grower quantities were 
consistent with previous seasons. 

Growers are reminded that membership 
of the Australian Dried Tree Fruits Inc. 
is voluntary and Angas Park will pay 
the membership on grower’s behalf 
if we receive their approval to do so. 
We encourage growers to support 
their peak industry body through 
membership and join the Management 
Committee to address industry issues 
and help define the future of the 
industry.
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Contact Gary Thomas
Tel: (03) 5022 8499   Mob: 0418 997 730

PO Box 5051, Mildura Vic 3502
Email: vamvvia@bigpond.com

Please see website for more information 
& order forms

www.vamvvia.org

“Suppliers of improved grapevine rootstock 
and scion wood to the grape industry”

Professional Consulting &
Advisory Service:

 China & Asia Pest & Disease Monitoring
 Agrochemical Programs
 Vine Health & Nutrition Programs – Soil 

& Petiole 
 MRL Collection & Reporting
 Bud Dissections 
 Export Fruit Assessments
 Independent Trial Projects/R&D
 General Viticulture Assessments

For all enquires call 0427 000 565 or 
email rdvs@bigpond.net.au

R&D VITICULTURAL
SERVICES PTY LTD

NFF news

NFF announces new leadership team

The National Farmers’ Federation 
(NFF) has appointed Tony Mahar as the 
organisation’s incoming Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO), effective 14 March, 2016.

NFF President Brent Finlay was 
delighted to announce the appointment 
of Mr Mahar, who has been a key 
member of the NFF’s leadership team 
since mid-2012 as Deputy CEO.

“Tony has been one of the key drivers 
in setting a new clear and progressive 
strategic direction for the organisation 
and how it will best represent the 
Australian agriculture industry,” Mr 
Finlay said.

“He has some of the nation’s best skills 
across agriculture and economics and, 
due to his knowledge and experience, 
is undoubtedly the best person to lead 
the NFF and drive the implementation 
of the organisation’s future strategy in 
what is an exciting growth stage for 
both our organisation and the broader 
industry.”

Mr Finlay paid tribute to outgoing CEO 
Simon Talbot, who has taken up an 
opportunity in the corporate sector, and 
applauded the leadership he has shown 
in what has been a significant period of 
transformation for Australia’s peak body 
for agriculture.

“Simon’s achievements have been 
extensive and have included making 
significant progress towards the 
establishment of a unified model for 
farm representation, the development 
of a national digital agricultural service 
and a stronger voice for Australian 
agriculture through more targeted 
lobbying in media, political and 
business circles,” he said.

In another key announcement current 
CEO of the NSW Farmers’ Association, 
Matt Brand, has been seconded on a 
part-time basis to the position of NFF’s 
Executive Director of Integration and 
Digital.

Mr Brand will steer the next stage 
of the NFF’s Project Streamline and 
Strengthen (PSS) which has been 
developed to strengthen agricultural 
representation, remove duplicated 
structures and to streamline resources 
to ensure a stronger, more effective 
voice for farmers across Australia.  It 
has been overwhelmingly endorsed by 
the NFF’s member organisations and 
will also include the NFF’s innovative 
new Digital Platform.

“Matt’s experience in agricultural 
advocacy, as well as previous 
marketing and commercial roles, makes 
him ideally qualified to cement the new 
digital platform,” Mr Finlay said.

“The platform will form the centrepiece 
of our new unified approach to national 
farmer representation and will also offer 
valuable commercial incentives to our 
grass-roots farmer members.

“Tony and Matt have already worked 
closely together on the PSS process 
and will continue to work collaboratively 
to create a more unified organisation 
that is an effective and efficient model 
delivering greater benefits to Australian 
agriculture.”
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Grower profile

Newcomer finds feet thanks to old hands

Dave James and Farm Supervisor Greg McRae are working to return the Benerembah orchard to quality production of prunes.

Timing is everything and Dave and 
Amanda James chose the middle of 
a major flood to take the plunge and 
become prune growers.

It was May 2012 and a glut of wine 
grapes had deflated prices, with no 
likelihood of improvement in the short 
term. Almonds offered attractive 
returns, but it was the signs of ’green 
shoots’ in the prune market and 
reasonably promising future, without 
the prospect of a boom-bust scenario 
that had the James’ thinking.

The 202 hectare (500 acres) property 
at Benerembah, 12 kilometres west of 
Griffith, had potential with a 40ha (100 
acre) prune orchard, and 161ha (400 
acres) of wine grapes which helped to 
keep the overall price of property down. 

“By investing in a property with both 
wine grapes and prune plums, we felt 
we had the opportunity to offset the 
potential losses on one side with the 
potential for some return on the other,” 
Dave said. 

Half of the orchard is planted with 
D’Agen plums and the remaining 20ha 
is split between 698 and 707s. Most of 
the trees are 15 years old, except for 
a small 5ha patch of 707’s which is six 
years old.

“The orchard was in a fairly run down 
state when we bought the place,” Dave 
said.

“We inherited a major problem with 
run-away suckers, some as big as the 
mature trees. This took the best part of 
six months to get under control and we 
are still dealing with the legacy.

“We also had to invest heavily in repairs 
and upgrades to both the drip irrigation 
system and the electrical supply system 
in order to ensure reliability. It was also 
a good opportunity to add features 
such as remote (web-based) access 
and monitoring which improves the 
functionality of the system.”

Knowing what to do and when to do it 
is never easy on a farm, particularly if 
you are a newcomer to the industry. 

Dave’s professional background is in 
ruminant nutrition and feedlots, and 
Amanda works full time as a Nurse 
educator. They have relied heavily on 
external advice from their agronomist 
and professional extension services 
and pick up what they can at industry 
field days and by talking to other 
growers. 

While respecting expert advice, Dave 
places a high value on the advice from 
growers and industry veterans. “I have 
never been involved in an industry that 
has been so welcoming and generous 
with offers of assistance,” he said. 

“It’s humbling and we are grateful to 
all those that have volunteered their 
time and expertise to help get us 
established.”

Helping pull all the information together 
and get the farm up and running again 
is Greg McRae.

“A dedicated and hardworking guy, 
Greg came recommended by a friend 
and is a pivotal and valued member of 
the team,” Dave said.

“He studies Viticulture part-time at 
TAFE SA but is passionate about 
horticulture and has really taken up the 
challenge with regard to the orchard 
and its requirements.

“As my Farm supervisor he runs the 
vineyard component of the business, 
but we work fairly closely in managing 
the orchard operations. As I’m involved 
in other businesses, Greg tends to work 
the farm during the day, whilst I’m on 
duty for nights and weekends. 

Dave and Amanda’s two children, Tully 
(12) and Luca (10), enjoy being in the 
orchard and look forward to harvest 
time where they eat fruit almost to the 
point of being ill. 

“It’s not a bad way for kids to grow up. 

“They help out on the farm when not at 
school, although sometimes it takes a 
little prodding,” he joked.

Like their parents, the children have 
embraced the farm and are eager to 
learn more. 

Tully started at Yanco Agricultural High 
School last year. Living and working on 
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Luca, Tully and dog Buster have enjoyed the move to the new farm.

the farm has helped give her a better 
understanding of some of the topics 
covered at school because she can 
relate to the practical applications at 
home.

Some of the best lessons learnt 
are from the mistakes we’ve made, 
particularly those that hit the hip pocket 
hard.

The 2016 harvest was the first for the 
James family and at the beginning of 
the season was looking very optimistic 
with global supplies back in balance 
and prices improving.

However, there were many challenges 
for Australian growers this year which 
meant they were unable to fully 
capitalise on the opportunity.

Dave was among them. He admits he 
has made a few mistakes along the way 
and should have followed up on some 
advice offered, but in the end he was 
beaten by the weather.

“Our 698s were a disaster,” Dave said. 
“A hot wind at flowering resulted in 
a low fruit set, then a significant rain 
event in late January caused much 
of the fruit to split, and was followed 
by a long hot summer which saw the 
remaining good fruit drop. 

“Having no crop from a quarter of the 
orchard hurts the bank balance.”

At this stage the James’ don’t own a 
harvester so contracted Stephen Dickie 

of Hort-Harvest and sent the fruit to 
Bruce Gowrie-Smith of Goman Foods 
in Darlington Point for drying.

“Stephen did a terrific job in what were 
tricky circumstances. He was under 
pressure to get to other growers as 
their fruit was starting to drop, whilst 
we were trying to slow him down to 
match the throughput of Bruce’s dryers. 
In addition, us being ‘green’ just meant 
that things could have flowed a bit 
better from his perspective with bin 
placement and carting away etc.

“I have never been 
involved in an industry 
that has been so 
welcoming and 
generous with offers of 
assistance”
 “Bruce was a great help. He guided us 
in the lead up to harvest and through 
the process till the fruit arrived at his 
facilities for drying,” Dave said. 

“I think we tested his patience at times; 
and really pushed his dryers to the 
limit, as we had to get the fruit off as 
quick as possible before we lost our 
harvesting contractor. 

“But we are grateful for his help and 
acknowledge he too did a fantastic job 
in difficult circumstances.”

The end result from Dave and Amanda’s 
orchard was about 100 tonnes of dried 
prunes.

“We were hoping to sell dried fruit to 
several buyers, however with a lower 
than anticipated yield, our options were 
reduced,” Dave said. 

“We were able to market some fruit 
locally, with the bulk exported to 
Sunsweet in California.”

Sunsweet’s interest in fruit from 
Australian growers to meet its 
international demands has sparked 
excitement and confidence in the 
industry. Not only do they provide an 
alternative market option, but their 
commitment to sharing knowledge and 
improving fruit quality can benefit all 
growers regardless of where they sell 
their fruit.

While Dave may be new to the prune 
industry, his experience in feedlots has 
taught him the importance of quality 
and meeting market demands.

“At the orchard level we need to 
get better at producing fruit which 
best matches what the market is 
demanding,” he said. 

“Obviously we can’t do much about 
world production and exchange rates, 
but as an industry we can better exploit 
opportunities which harness Australia’s 
‘clean and green’ attributes. 

“The scale and availability of drying 
infrastructure is also a concern affecting 
quality and increasing production 
costs. Along with other growers, we 
feel that there may be some scope for 
a centralised dehydrating facility. Such 
a facility would have the scale to adopt 
world-best-practice in areas such as 
energy efficiency and hygiene systems. 

The demand for irrigation water and the 
resulting high prices is another area of 
concern looking forward.”

In the meantime, Dave is looking 
forward to making more connections 
within the prune industry and learning 
how to be a better fruit grower.
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New variety performance

Sunglo survives rain again
Rain in mid-January has once again 
highlighted the resilience of Sunglo in 
wet weather and shown its superiority 
over sultana.

The rain event over 21-22 January 
delivered about 40mm to most 
Sunraysia areas and occurred just as 
sultanas were nearing full maturity, but 
were not ripe enough to summer-prune. 

Sultana crops sustained both ring 
splitting and longitudinal ’gash’ splitting 
as a result. Sunglo bunches were 
unaffected by the rain and did not 
sustain any damage.

Inspection of sultana vines the following 
Sunday and Monday (22-23 January) 
was encouraging. Although there was 
splitting, the damage to the berries 
was drying up and wounds were 
healing to some extent. It was thought 
that sultanas had come through the 
event relatively unscathed – it would be 
possible to harvest the crop, with the 
damaged berries drying darker and most 
likely reducing the grade of the fruit.

The good news was not to last and 
inspection three days later revealed 
sultana bunches were developing 
mould and pink berries with slip skins 
(believed to be botrytis).

Thankfully, hot, dry conditions dried up 
these diseases and no further mould 
development occurred.

Throughout this period Sunglo vines 
were also inspected for signs of latent 
infection. However, there was no 
damage observed. 

Rising costs are placing greater 
pressure on growers – they simply 
cannot afford to carry the cost of not 
producing a crop year-on-year. In four 
of the past six years Sunglo has not 
sustained any damage where sultana 
crops have almost been ruined by 
untimely rain.

Sunglo’s ability to withstand rain and 
produce clean undamaged fruit is a 
definite strength in helping improve 
grower returns for a sustainable future.

Growers considering replanting should 
earnestly consider Sunglo as a viable 
replacement to sultanas.

Sunglo showing no signs of splitting following rain.

Mould occurred in the centre of some 
sultana bunches and botrytis-affected 
berries were common.

Ring splitting and gash splits were 
common in sultana crops this season.

Sultana berries split and botrytis (pink 
berries) established within the bunch.
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Dried Fruits Australia has responded 
to grower demands for an objective 
colour grading system with a new 
project assessing the different options 
available. 

DFA Chief Executive Phil Chidgzey 
said uniformity of colour was a critical 
attribute in grading dried fruit quality. 
“High quality dried fruit should be 
uniform in colour, typical to the variety, 
well-filled and of a pliable texture. 

“Australian fruit is currently graded for 
colour and consistency by experienced 
assessors during processing. The 
various grades range from 5 Crown 
Light for premium light coloured fruit 
down to 3 Crown brown for darker fruit 
of lower quality.” 

Mr Chidgzey said many producers 
had raised concerns in recent seasons 
about the subjective measurement of 
colour grading, claiming variability in 
how fruit was graded, and ultimately 
how much growers were paid. 

“Producers have questioned if there 
has been significant advancement 
in technologies associated with 
surface colour measurement to enable 
objective measurement of dried grape 
colour and tools for further analysis 
for quality (colour) changes during 
storage,” he said.

To answer these questions Dried Fruits 
Australia has initiated a project through 
Hort Innovation, DG15001 Objective 
Colour Assessment Options for the 
Dried Grape Industry.

The search for objective colour measurement for 
dried grapes begins

Research and development

Mr Chidgzey said this was not the 
first time the industry had tackled 
the problem of consistency in colour 
grading. Two previous projects - 
DG01008 Development of near infrared 
spectroscopy methods to assess key 
sultana quality parameters on the 
processing line prior and DG02004 
Optimisation of unprocessed dried 
grape storage and finish drying by 
processors Internationally, there 
are technologies available to assist 
producers identify fruit maturity 
covering commodities such as citrus, 
apples and mango (in-field and during 
pack out) had been conducted, but had 
not been taken up by industry.

“We have come a long way with 
technology since those initial projects, 
so the industry is hopeful of finding an 
affordable solution, he said.

The current project will be undertaken 
in two phases, with the second phase 
contingent on the successful delivery of 
phase 1 pending industry advice.

Phase 1:
¡ identify and critique what 

equipment/technology is available 
to measure dried grape fruit colour

¡ prioritise equipment/technology 
that could be used to develop an 
objective method of measuring 
dried fruit colour

Phase 2:
¡ using appropriate equipment, 

evaluate fruit to determine feasibility 
(proof of concept) for measuring 
dried grape colour

¡ analyse data to confirm/refute 
technical feasibility for measuring 
dried grape colour

The project began in February 2016 and 
involves two separate research groups 
which will present alternative solutions 
for objective colour measurements. 

Dr Jenny Ekman from Applied 
Horticultural Research and Dr Vinay 
Pagay from the University of Adelaide’s 
School of Agriculture, Food and Wine 
have visited Mildura to meet with the 
Project Reference Group of growers 
and processors.

Mr Chidgzey said the researchers were 
due to present their findings soon.

Depending on what they come up with, 
a new investment may be required to 
further develop the proof of concept he 
said. This will include:

¡ develop and test methodology of 
in real-world situations including 
vineyards and processing plants

¡ develop supporting documentation 
including:

§ prepare and field test SOPs;

§ document calibration for 
operators’ manual;

§ prepare and circulate draft 
manual for comment; and

§ finalise supporting 
documentation and release to 
industry.

The grape variety Crimson Seedless 
can be grown with substantial water 
savings while improving the fruit’s 
size and colour, as demonstrated by a 
doctoral thesis presented this month at 
the Polytechnic University of Cartagena 
(UPCT).

Research conducted by María del 
Rosario Conesa has demonstrated 
the suitability of this variety to be 
handled with techniques such as a 
regulated deficit irrigation (RDI) and 
partial rootzone drying irrigation (PRD), 
achieving average water saving of 
around 35% while keeping production 
volumes and crop quality stable and 

boosting essential attributes, such as 
size and colour.

Studies carried out for three years 
in a commercial plantation have 
also managed to improve the fruit’s 
antioxidant capacity and increase 
the content of beneficial bioactive 
compounds, such as resveratrol. 

The thesis, funded by a research 
project of the Ministry of Economy 
and Competitiveness and directed by 
Dr Alejandro Pérez Pastor and Rafael 
Domingo Miguel, of the research 
group Soil-Water-Plant of the School 
of Agronomics of the UPCT, was also 

a pioneer in the use of Information 
technology and Communications 
in commercial plantations through 
wireless data loggers distributed by the 
technology company WIDHOC.

These studies, conducted with table 
grapes, will move to other major crops 
in the Region of Murcia, such as extra-
early nectarines, apricots, peaches 
and Paraguayo peaches through the 
European project LIFE+IRRIMAN 
(LIFE13 ENV/ES/000539), currently in 
progress.

Source: valenciafruits.com
Publication date: 3/30/2016

Spain: Improvement of Crimson Seedless with 
reduced irrigation
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South American prune crops 
mired by poor weather By Julian Gale

Global supply

A few weeks ago the prune crops in 
Chile and Argentina were looking quite 
reasonable but this has now changed 
according to a market report by QFN 
Trading & Agency in early February.

The company explained that the prune 
harvest from the main growing areas in 
Chile had been postponed by two weeks 
due to too low a brix in the prunes and 
was expected to start on 22 February.

“During summer the El Niño effect 
brought more rains but also mainly 
cloudy weather with very mild 
temperatures. The result of this is 
prunes with a high content of water and 
less sugar (brix level),” QFN Trading & 
Agency noted.

This means that where normally 3 
kilograms of fresh prunes are needed 
for drying 1kg of N/C (natural condition) 
prunes, QFN expects growers to need 
this year 3.6-3.7kg (a rise of more than 
20%).

“Obviously the final size will be smaller 
(higher count). Second risky point is the 
sun drying which will start closer to the 
autumn,” the report added.

QFN Trading & Agency observes that 
Argentina faces a similar situation to 
Chile, but even worse.

“Heavy rains and hailstorms over the 
past three months hit the prune quality 
and forecast volume seriously,” it stated.

In 2015, the total Argentine prune crop 
was about 40,000 tonnes and showed 
excellent quality. “That will be different 
this season,” QFN Trading & Agency 
remarked.

The Argentine harvest will start at 
least two weeks later than normal. It 
is not possible to form a reliable crop 
estimate yet. “However, a lower brix 
and less suitable prunes for drying are 
not bringing a prosperous picture,” the 
company observed.

On a positive note, one advantage for 
Argentina is that most of the prunes are 
oven dried.

FOODNEWS is in the process of 
obtaining the latest information on the 
prune crops from contacts in Chile and 
Argentina and will provide an update on 
the situation in both countries as and 
when this becomes available.

This article appeared in FOODNEWS 
12 February 2016.

A new study published in Osteoporosis 
International has shown that prunes 
play an important role in helping older 
women (65-79 years old) maintain their 
bone health. 

The women were randomly assigned 
into three separate treatment groups and 
consumed 0 (control), 50 grams or 100g 
of dried plums each day for six months.

Bone Mineral Density (BMD) scans of 
their total body, hip and lumbar regions 
and blood tests before the tests began 
(baseline) and after six months of 
treatment

Both doses of dried plum were able 
to prevent the loss of total body BMD 
compared with that of the control group. 
Researchers suggest that a lower dose of 

dried plum (i.e., 50 g) may be as effective 
as 100g of dried plum in preventing bone 
loss in older, osteopenic postmenopausal 
women. This may be due, in part, to 
the ability of dried plums to inhibit 
bone resorption with the concurrent 
maintenance of bone formation.

Either way, it is a great food solution 
to osteoporosis especially for 
postmenopausal women who avoid dairy.

Further information of the study can be 
found in: Hooshmand S, Kern M, Metti 
D, Shamloufard P, Chai SC, Johnson 
SA, Payton ME, Arjmandi BH (2016). 
The effect of two doses of dried plum 
on bone density and bone biomarkers 
in osteopenic postmenopausal 
women: a randomized, controlled trial. 
Osteoporos Int.

Prunes provide new solution for 
osteoporosis patients
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Variety trial a hit with growers

This year’s Variety Trial Field Walk has 
again attracted the attention of the 
prune industry with 20 prunes growers 
and several agronomists gathering at 
Peter and Sue Raccanello’s farm near 
Yenda on 15 February. 

The trial was planted in 2010, with 
sites at Yenda and Darlington Point. It 
began as a practical means for growers 
to compare the differences between 
five varieties - Sutter, D’Agen, Muir 
Beauty, Van Der Merwe and Californian 
French Improved - and two rootstocks - 
Myrobalan H29C and Marianna – when 
grown in Australian conditions. 

The initial Horticulture Australia project 
DP1200 is continuing on as DP14000, 
and is being facilitated by Horticulture 
Innovation in partnership with the 
Australian Prune Industry Association 
(APIA). Both projects have been funded 
by the national dried prune research 

and development (R&D) levy with 
the Australian Government providing 
matched funding.

Industry Development Officer Ann 
Furner said the main reason for the field 
walk was to allow growers to see the 
fruit as it neared maturity for harvest 
and to compare crop loads on the 
6-year-old trees.  

“January is a very busy time for 
growers so we were very pleased with 
the turn out,” she said.

“The feedback from growers who were 
able to attend was very positive. The 
industry feels that this is a valuable tool 
and the continuation of the variety trail 
is critical.”  

To provide further information on the 
growth and performance of the varieties 
in the trial, the fruit from both trial sites 
was recently harvested, weighed and 

dried for further analysis by the prune 
growers and processers. 

Fruit was also measured to get a better 
understanding of individual fruit weight, 
length and shape (Table 1) and ultimately 
dry out ratios. Fruit sweetness and the 
firmness of flesh were measured in 
terms of °Brix and Pressure readings 
to determine maturity and optimum 
harvest dates for each combination 
of variety/rootstock when grown in 
Australia.

Ms Furner said this is the first year that 
there has been sufficient fruit from all 
five varieties to grade, pit and package 
for evaluation like this and growers 
were keen to see the results. 

On behalf of the Australian prune 
industry Ms Furner would like to thank 
the Raccanello family for hosting the 
field walk and for all the hard work that 
goes into managing the variety site.  

Field walk

Table 1. Quality assessments comparing variety and rootstocks on the day of harvest.  

Harvest 
Date

Diameter 
(mm)

Pressure 
(kg)

°Brix Weight (g) Length 
(mm)

Variety with Marianna 26-24 Rootstock

Muir Beauty 04/02/16 39.4 0.72 24.3 43.9 44.0

Sutter 04/02/16 35.1 1.24 24.9 33.5 42.6

Van der Merwe 19/02/16 31.0 0.60 30.0 24.3 36.9

Californian French Improved 19/02/16 32.5 1.14 24.7 25.5 36.9

D’Agen 19/02/16 31.8 1.80 20.7 22.0 36.0

Variety with Myrobalan H29C Rootstock

Muir Beauty 04/02/16 38.8 0.81 24.9 42.0 43.6

Sutter 04/02/16 33.8 1.24 24.1 27.4 40.9

Van der Merwe 19/02/16 30.5 1.35 24.6 23.9 36.2

Californian French Improved 19/02/16 31.0 1.03 24.9 25.5 36.9

D’Agen 19/02/16 30.8 1.23 21.5 22.0 36.0
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Adaptive SIT Area Wide Management of Qfly

Horticulture Innovation Australia

The advent of Sterile Insect Technology 
(SIT) is something we are all eagerly 
awaiting; the need for a comprehensive 
SIT program to improve and maintain 
market access has been acknowledged 
and is being supported through a 
coordinated research program. While 
this research progresses, the time 
for a concerted effort in Area Wide 
Management (AWM) is now!

AWM is considered vital for control of 
fruit fly, and enhances the success of 
SIT. AWM has been used successfully 
for other fruit flies around the world 
(Chile, Israel, Mexico South Africa). 
Queensland fruit fly (Qfly) presents a 
unique opportunity for the horticulture 
sector in Australia to work together on 
an AWM approach. 

Area Wide Management – 
what is it? 
Essentially AWM is a pest management 
strategy employed across a well-
defined local area or region, including 
all fly habitats within that area, in order 
to reduce the total Qfly population. 
A reduced population in all habitats 
reduces the likelihood of Qfly moving 
into farms and orchards from habitats 
such as backyard gardens and/or 
native hosts. This means that any 
strategies used on-farm should become 
more effective, and over time contribute 
to lower pest populations. 

Ensuring all habitats within an area 
are appropriately managed is not an 
easy task; AWM requires that any and 
all control methods are synchronised 
and coordinated. This coordination 
could be across neighbouring orchards, 
across an urban setting, or across 
both production and urban settings. It 
requires commitment and participation 
from all community members; 
gardeners, growers and government.

Why?
AWM is seen as a sustainable pest 
control approach; one that is not 
entirely reliant on chemicals. With the 
loss of key chemical controls for Qfly 
such as dimethoate and fenthion, AWM 
poses a good alternative solution. 

Qfly can breed and achieve large 

populations off-farm which can often 
go unnoticed, or unmanaged. In fact 
AWM is an appropriate choice for Qfly 
because it matches the biology of the 
fly. 

Qfly is:

¡ mobile – treating all areas reduces 
the likelihood of flies moving 
from neighbouring land back into 
production areas

¡ polyphagous (laying eggs into a 
large number of different plants) 
– treating all areas includes all 
potential host plants that support 
Qfly populations

¡ multivoltine (producing multiple 
generations within a season) 
– treating all areas includes 
populations at all different stages

When?
AWM is a long-term approach and 
needs to be considered as a year-round 
approach; as per management of Qfly 
on-farm. The methods or treatments 
used in AWM can be the same as 
those used on-farm, depending on the 
acceptance of those methods by the 
wider regional community. Treatments 
used on-farm such as hygiene, baiting, 
trapping and monitoring can be used 
off-farm as part of an integrated AWM 
program. 

Hygiene, such as removal or control of 
breeding habitats in an urban space, is 
a challenge for AWM. 

Trapping provides a good option in 
urban areas as traps are contained and 
require little maintenance. Finding the 
best suite of strategies for your area 

takes time and planning. AWM needs 
to be well considered and the sooner 
these factors are considered the sooner 
an effective AWM approach can start. 

How?
Any AWM approach requires 
coordination, consistency and 
continuity. Commitment from 
all involved is vital. The SITplus 
consortium is dedicated to 
implementing an integrated AWM 
approach and the Adaptive Area 
Wide Management Project is seeking 
to develop guidelines for adaptive 
AWM of Qfly that is suitable for the 
incorporation of SIT. 

For example, the biophysical 
component of the project is developing 
a habitat suitability model which will be 
tested in the field later in the year. This 
will lead to spatial and temporal models 
of Qfly risk and inform allocation of 
resources for AWM and SIT. 

The social component of the project 
is about to undertake focus group 
sessions in five regional areas to 
unravel the key factors that create 
barriers to, and encourage involvement 
in, an AWM approach. 

The economics component is working 
on a baseline costing model for current 
management practices and leading to 
comparative economic analyses with 
AWM and SIT.

AWM approaches are taking place in 
regions across Australia. While there 
are many good results there are also 
many challenges. It is a difficult logistical 
exercise, and needs to consider the 
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social and regulatory frameworks in 
each area. However, a regional approach 
is encouraged. Residents and growers 
are both affected by fruit fly and will both 
benefit from a coordinated approach. 
There is a lot to look forward to!

What’s next?
As results and new discoveries come to 
light they will be incorporated into our 
on-the-ground support of AWM. 

Communication of up-to-date 
knowledge will help AWM in your 
region; it is difficult to participate in 
anything when you don’t know what’s 
involved or why. The ‘Adaptive Area 
Wide Management of Qfly using SIT’ 
project is committed to providing 
practical outcomes, ensuring research 
is applicable regionally. It has been very 

encouraging to see such a high level of 
input from growers to date, especially 
given that it has been a busy harvesting 
time for many. 

Information from the recent Qfly survey 
is extremely valuable as it is being used 
to inform future support for regions; 
regionally-focussed extension and 
AWM support. There is genuine interest 
and positivity from growers about the 
development of the potential use of SIT 
within the context of AWM. 

Look out for more articles like this one, 
and for upcoming events in your region. 

For further information contact 
Dr Penny Measham, Area Wide 
Management Coordinator, SITplus 
Horticulture Innovation Australia, 

E: penny.measham@horticulture.com.
au or M: 0417 525 904

This project is supported by Horticulture 
Innovation Australia and CSIRO 
through funding from the Australian 
Government Department of Agriculture 
and Water Resources as part of its 
Rural R&D for Profit Programme. The 
project is part of the SITplus initiative, 
and the project partners include Wine 
Australia, Queensland University of 
Technology, South Australia Research 
& Development Institute, Primary 
Industries & Regions SA, New 
South Wales Department of Primary 
Industries, Victorian Government 
Department of Economic Development, 
Jobs, Transport and Resources, and 
BioFly (Israel).

Trapping provides a good option 
for Area Wide Management to 
control fruit fly in urban areas as 
traps are contained and require little 
maintenance. However, the choice of 
strategies for urban areas, and their 
success depends on the acceptance of 
those strategies by the community, and 
the level of support for the community 
when participating. Therefore, it is 
important to be very clear about the 
purpose of trapping. 

There are a number of ways in which 
traps are used and avoiding confusion 
is difficult. Growers are more familiar 
with trapping and may already know of 
the following trapping uses:

1. To maintain or establish a Pest-
Free Area (PFA)
The National Code of Practice for 
managing fruit fly outlines a trapping 
system to maintain area freedom. This 
system is the system under which 
Tasmania is recognised internationally 
as a Pest-Free Area. 

Trap type, placement and monitoring 
are specified. Traps are placed in a grid 
system of 1km square in production 
areas and 400m square in residential/
urban areas and monitored regularly. 
Detections of Qfly in this trapping 
system within a PFA trigger emergency 
eradication responses. 

2. To meet export protocol 
requirements
Whether exporting domestically or 

internationally (from a non-PFA) some 
protocols have specific requirements 
for trapping. Meeting Interstate 
certification assurance (ICA) protocols 
may require that certain procedures 
have been undertaken - which may 
include trapping; please check with 
your state body for ICA information. 

Likewise, meeting international 
protocols may require that trapping of 
some form is undertaken; please check 
with the Department of Agriculture and 
Water Resources for current export 
information, or the MiCOR (Manual of 
Importing Country Requirements).

3. To monitor and inform 
management to prevent or reduce 
Qfly populations

To inform management, monitoring 
should be used to understand 
population trends rather than 
population at a particular point in time. 

Traps can be used to inform the 
arrival of a population and the 
commencement of other treatments 
such as bait-spraying. The combination 
of MAT (male annihilation technique) 
and bait-spraying is used widely. Some 
growers are trialing mass trapping 
as a treatment that can be used in 
conjunction with other treatments 
such as bait-spraying. Mass trapping 
involves placement of traps at a high 
density; optimum effects are seen over 
longer periods of time and over large 
areas. 

Traps used for monitoring purposes 
are generally male traps. There are also 
commercially available female-biased 
traps for use in mass trapping systems. 
Male flies respond to chemical lures 
such as cuelure and methyl eugenol. 
Female flies require protein, especially 
early in maturity, so the female 
attractants are protein-based. 

Currently commercially available 
examples of female-biased traps are the 
CeraTrap and the BioTrap. The CeraTrap 
contains a protein-based liquid without 
a toxicant in which flies will enter and 
drown. The BioTrap contains a protein-
based attractant gel and can be used 
with a toxicant. Both will trap male and 
female flies, with female flies more likely 
to be trapped early in the adult stage, 
before they begin mating. 

In both production and urban areas 
alongside male traps, these traps 
may contribute to reducing the initial 
population of females emerging within 
the immediate area, but will not attract 
flies over large distances (flies are very 
good at ‘hiding’ and you may not see 
them until a trap is used).

The Adaptive Area Wide Management 
project is engaging a number of 
Queensland fruit fly experts and 
developing a risk model for Queensland 
fruit fly – this will help us know where they 
are hiding in the landscape, and where to 
focus efforts! And eventually to develop 
guidelines for regional communities to 
undertake effective AWM. 

Area Wide Management – trapping
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Grapes can lower risk of infection
A United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) study has revealed 
that eating grapes could help obese 
people decrease certain types of fats 
in their blood that are linked to heart 
disease and lower their risk of infection.

Susan Zunino, a molecular biologist 
with the Agricultural Research Service’s 
(ARS) Western Human Nutrition 
Research Center (WHNRC) in Davis, 
California, studies phytochemicals - 
natural compounds found in fruits such 
as grapes and strawberries. Her recent 
work suggests that phytochemicals from 
grapes may have a positive effect on the 
immune system of obese individuals.

Hospital and clinic documentation of 
viral and bacterial infection has shown 
that obese people are at a much higher 
risk for developing infections after 
surgery, according to Ms Zunino. 

About 35% of Americans are obese, 
which puts them at a higher risk of 
developing heart disease, diabetes, and 
bacterial and viral infections.

Recent work suggests 
that phytochemicals 
from grapes may have 
a positive effect on 
the immune system of 
obese individuals.
In the study, obese participants drank 
either a mixture of water and grape 
powder made from freeze-dried table 
grapes or a placebo twice a day for 
three weeks. The two groups switched 
to the opposite mixture for the next 
three weeks.

Blood samples were analysed to 
measure the effects of grapes on 
blood lipids (fats), blood markers of 
inflammation and cells of the immune 
system during the study. Compared 
with the placebo group, the grape 
powder group had reduced plasma 
concentrations of low-density 

lipoprotein (LDL), known as ‘bad’ 
cholesterol, which is associated with 
heart disease.

When scientists stimulated immune 
cells from blood with a bacterial 
component, they found an increase in 
the production of proteins – cytokines 
- that are instrumental in fighting off 
infections. In previous research, Ms 
Zunino discovered that one of the same 
cytokine proteins was produced when 
obese individuals consumed strawberry 
powder.

However, obesity leads to more 
inflammation in the body, according 
to Ms Zunino. Therefore, more studies 
are needed to find out if the increase in 
cytokine production, after grapes and 
strawberries are eaten, contributes to 
more inflammation or is beneficial in 
reducing infections.

Source: scienceblog.com

Published: 25/3/2016

Health benefits

NOTE: Funding provisions currently stipulate the program is limited to Victorian growers only.  However all published materials will be available nationally for table grape growers via the ATGA Website

1. Table grape berry firmness management   

2. Market insights into Asia – China, Japan, 
South Korea and Vietnam

3. Bunch stem necrosis

4. Improving the colour of red table grapes

Following direct requests from growers, 9 new modules will be developed for presentation 
to table grape growers in the Murray Valley, Victoria

5. Vineyard spray technology
6. Powdery mildew management
7. Post harvest management
8. Fruit fly management
9. Bud fruitfulness/Bud dissection demonstration

Sessions will be held in Euston and Mildura throughout June, October and January 2017
Simply register your interest today by emailing Rowena Norris at ATGA rowena.norris@ncable.com.au

is back in 2016!
We are pleased to announce that  
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of Agriculture had set a high standard 
for biosecurity.

“So far this season the AOs seem to 
be doing a fantastic job. However, 
audits will be required to ensure that 
no corners are being cut and that the 
produce we present for export is free 
from pests and disease.” 

Mr Joyce concluded saying that the 
program was “another example of the 
government reducing unnecessary red 
tape, which is critical to achieving a 
fairer return at the farmgate.”

For information on authorised officers, 
visit W: agriculture.gov.au/export/
controlled-goods/plants-plant-
products/ao.

For information on the PASE 
programme, please visit  
W: agriculture.gov.au/export/from-
australia/package-assisting-small-
exporters.

Facilitating export 

Project to train new Authorised Officers gathers PASE
The table grape industry has taken 
advantage of the Coalition Government 
initiative to support horticulture 
exporters, in particular small exporters, 
by bolstering the number of industry-
based Plant Export Authorised Officers 
(AOs) by more than one-third.

Australian Table Grape Association 
Chief Executive Jeff Scott said this 
was the first time the table grape 
industry had employed AOs and it had 
not only saved time and money, but 
given exporters enormous flexibility 
to respond to international market 
demands.

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister 
for Agriculture and Water Resources, 
Barnaby Joyce, said the $800,000 
investment was part of the 
government’s Package Assisting Small 
Exporters (PASE). The money would 
be used to train up to 400 additional 
AOs to  boost the number of industry 
AOs available on the ground across 
Australia.

“Exporters can have their own staff 
trained as AOs, or employ third parties 
who will undertake inspections for 
select overseas markets with agreed 
protocols, without needing to pay for 
a Department of Agriculture and Water 
Resources AO.

“Using external AOs gives the industry 
greater flexibility in their inspection 
arrangements, and reduces costs 
associated with the inspection of their 
goods for export,” Mr Joyce said.

Mr Scott said the ability to have staff 
trained as AOs or select external AOs 
had been welcomed by industry.

“Many growers were frustrated with the 
timeliness and costs of the old system,” 
Mr Scott said. 

“Many companies have taken the 
opportunity to have staff trained by the 
Department to become AOs. There are 
also more AOs available so the costs 
associated with inspection are lower. 
This also means there are no delays 
waiting for inspections and allows a 
greater throughput of containers, so 
more fruit can be sent.

“And if a problem arises growers have 
greater control over their fruit and can 
decide where to ship it to. 

Mr Scott said it was amazing to see the 
difference the new system had made. 
“Last season a Sunraysia logistics 

company managed a maximum of 
eight inspections a day. This year that 
company had their staff trained to 
become AOs and they have increased 
their throughput to 54 containers 
in three days, or an average of 18 
containers a day.”

Mr Joyce said the Coalition 
Government was continually working 
in partnership with industry to expand 
the number of markets that can be 
accessed by our exports, along with 
seeking to allow industry-employed 
AOs to inspect product.

“Recent work with protocol market 
countries has seen industry-employed 
AOs able to service markets previously 
restricted only to departmental AOs,” 
Mr Joyce said.

It is the reason why the table grape 
industry can now utilise industry-
employed AOs.

Mr Scott said it was vital that the 
AOs were vigilant in their job as the 
Australian Department 

Government trained Authorised Officers have created a number of efficiencies during the 
table grape export season.
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Production increases of 479,000 tonnes globally
By Rudolf Mulderij, Fresh Plaza update

Global grape market

The market for table grapes is in motion. 
In addition to a growing production, 
seasonal changes worldwide are 
shaping up the global market. With the 
South African season finishing earlier 
than expected, the delayed supply 
from South America and the northern 
hemisphere still unable to produce, India 
has a luxurious position and continues 
dominating the European market.

Global grape production is estimated 
at 21.1 million tonnes, an increase of 
479,000t. The prospect for international 
sales remains stable at 2.7 million 
tonnes.

Australian export season 
strong
The Australian table grape 
industry is reaping the 

rewards of a strong export market, with 
international demand now outstripping 
demand on the domestic market.

Australian Table Grape Association 
Chief Executive Jeff Scott says the 
ratio of domestic to export volumes has 
switched over the past few years. “We’re 
sending a lot more overseas now and 
that’s been a change probably in the last 
two to three years,” he says. 

 “Some countries can’t get enough 
supply to meet the demand for 
Australian grapes. Japan, the 
Philippines, the Middle East and 
China are all showing strong demand 
for Australian grapes, and it’s a great 
position for us to be in because it means 
we’ve got good prices for the quality of 
our fruit.”

He says weather conditions leading 
up to the 2016 season have helped 
bring out the sweetness of the grapes, 
which has also helped with international 
demand.

“Leading up to this season conditions 
were good, with dry days and cool 
nights that brought out the flavour and 
the sugar levels.”

The 2016 season did start earlier than 
usual, but will continue for the next 
couple of months.

“We’re into the Crimson season now 
and there is a high demand for them, 
particularly from China,” Mr Scott says.

“I spoke to a major importer in China 
recently – one of the biggest in the 
country – and he said he could only 
secure five containers out of the 80 he 
wanted. The demand was that great.”

The ATGA is also working with people in 
export markets to develop and improve 
protocols.

“We’re constantly talking to people in 
all countries about the ways we can 
improve things,” Mr Scott says.

“Certainly we’d like to see more 
airfreight options, and we’d also like to 
see more varieties available in Japan.”

He says the Japanese market has been 
a particular focus this season, where 
there is strong demand for Australian 
table grapes but a limit on the varieties 
that can be sent to market.

Mr Scott says it is still too early to 
forecast total volumes for the season, but 
expects it will be similar to 2015 and “up 
on quality and sweetness of the fruit”.

“We exported about 90,000t last 
year and about 65,000 to 70,000t 
domestically,” he says.

“Australia’s numbers are very small 
compared to world markets, particularly 
Chile or South Africa. But in terms of 
quality, overseas countries are willing 
to pay a higher price for the sweeter 
Australian fruit.”

South African season: 
hot and dry
The season in South Africa 

is coming to a close. The start of the 
campaign was marked by hot and dry 
weather, which resulted in smaller sizes. 
Because of these smaller sizes, the 
Far and Middle East purchased fewer 
grapes. However, the European market 
remained good. The hot, dry weather 
also gave a good momentum to the start 
of the season.

South Africa regained access to the Thai 
market. Some volumes were shipped to 
this destination, but next year the export 
volumes to Thailand are expected to 
increase. The bulk of the new plantings 
are intended to cover the growing 
demand from Asia.

Due to the lack of rainfall this year, there 
may be some problems next season. 
Water availability has been sharply 

reduced in several places, with peaks of 
up to 20% of the normal level.

India profiting from 
international market
Due to the South African 

season finishing earlier than expected 
and the lower overall exports from the 
African country, as well as a delayed 
start in South America, India’s season 
has had a flying start. While a kilo of 
grapes in the domestic market can yield 
around 30 rupees, that same kilo of 
grapes on the European market reaches 
up to 45 rupees.

Considerable investments have gone 
to the cultivation of Indian grapes in 
order to improve the product’s quality 
and manage to meet the European 
standards. Also the MRLs, which were 
suspected to be too high, have been 
properly monitored in recent months. 
That has ensured compliance of Indian 
grapes to the European standards and 
done away with any uncertainty about 
their MRLs. The Thompson Seedless is 
the most important variety, a grape that 
is popular in the European market and 
which Indian producers have managed 
to secure their position.

Brazil producing two 
harvests per year
The main export markets 

are Europe, North America, the Middle 
East and Asia. And while the season 
usually peaks in the second half of 
the year, there are growers who are 
committed to carrying out two harvests 
per year. There is more planted this year, 
so production is expected to increase.

Chile shifts focus to US
Chile’s focus in recent 
years has shifted from 
Europe to the United 

States where they receive better prices. 
Estimates have pointed to smaller 
production, amounting to 925,000t. 
Meanwhile, exports are expected to fall 
by 10,000t, down to 740,000t. Over the 
past three years, the export of grapes 
had only increased.

Peruvian growth 
continues
With moderate growth 
of 10,000t, Peruvian 

production amounts to 510,000t. 
New plantations are now becoming 
productive. Exports are expected to 
increase by 15,000t to 295,000t. This 
growth is due to expansions in major 
export markets, namely China and 
the EU, where demand for grapes 
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continues to increase. The Chinese 
market in particular remains a major 
export destination. Trends point to the 
growth of seedless grapes, but the 
cultivation of these varieties in Peru is 
still in its infancy. Chile remains the main 
competitor.

Argentina expects lower 
exports
Due to a decline in the 

country’s acreage, Argentina expects 
to export fewer grapes. Production 
is estimated at 100,000t. It has been 
estimated that exports will fall to 
20,000t.

Chinese production 
continues to grow
Chinese production 

is expected to grow by 800,000t, 
contributing to a total production 
amounting to 9.6 million tonnes. Exports 
will increase by 35,000t to 165,000t. 
The growth is mainly due to lower 
prices and good quality, which make the 
grapes attractive for neighbouring Asian 
countries. Imports, mainly from Chile 
and Peru, will amount to 250,000t.

Growing demand for 
organic grapes in Mexico
Despite the higher price, 

the market for organic grapes is growing 
in Mexico. The season starts in May and 
lasts until July. The campaign follows 
the Chilean season, so competition is 
limited. The bulk of the exports go to the 
US and Canada.

European production on the rise
Despite the Russian boycott, the USDA 
estimates that exports will remain stable 
at 105,000t, with the North African and 
Middle Eastern markets as the main 
clients. Production increased by 49,000t 
to 1.7 million tonnes. Estimates point 
to imports falling by 600,000t due to 
stable demand and higher domestic 
production.

Italy: high prices for 
imported grapes
Off-season prices for white 

grapes are high because of the early end 
of the South African season. The Italian 
season runs from July to December and 
the export season lasts from August to 
November. In that period, the country 
competes with Spanish grapes.

Greece wants to extend 
the season
The financial crisis of 
recent years has made 

things difficult for grape growers in 

Greece. The country’s production region 
at the foot of the Olympus, has grown 
over the past few seasons. Producers 
aim to extend the season into November 
and possibly December. This could be 
done by protecting the bunches from 
the rain. The main export markets are 
the United Kingdom and other countries 
in Europe. 

Turkish production falls

Frost in Turkey’s main 
production region will 

cause the harvest to fall to 2 million 
tonnes, according to estimations from 
the USDA. This also has implications for 
exports, which are expected to amount 
to 179,000t, partly due to the loss of the 
Russian market.

Israel is committed to 
extending the season

Growers in Israel have 
strengthened their presence in the 
domestic market in recent years. 
Improvements in the cultivation and 
storage, in combination with the 
development of new varieties, have 
made it possible for Israeli grapes to 
remain on supermarket shelves until 
early March. This is long after the end 
of the season, which typically lasts until 
September.

Despite these advances, there remains a 
gap in early spring when it is, therefore, 
possible to import. Because of the good 
prices reached by imported grapes, 
growers will aim to bring the harvest to 
the market as quickly as possible. The 
first grapes from the early regions, such 
as the Jordan Valley, are expected to hit 
the market in the coming weeks.

Egypt is committed to 
exporting to China

The Egyptian grape 
sector wants to gain access to the 
Chinese market. Next month, a Chinese 
delegation is expected to conduct 
on-site inspections. According to the 
Egyptians, this should have no impact 
on the traditional markets. Grape 
growing in Egypt is on the rise; exports 
have grown from 5,000t in 1996 to the 
110,000t achieved last year.

Russia registers decline 
in volume

With a decrease of around 
9,300t, Russian production is estimated 
at 90,000t. Imports fell by 51,000t to 
250,000t and the purchasing power of 
consumers is under pressure, leading to 
falling consumption. Moreover, as a

result of the boycott, there is less supply 
from Turkey. Grapes arrive mostly from 
Latin America, South Africa and China.

US: more volume despite 
drought
Despite the drought 

growers are suffering in California, 
production is expected to increase by 
29,000t and reach a total of 984,000t. 
Exports remain stable at 390,000t, 
with Canada and Mexico as the main 
destinations.

California’s grape industry has set 
a new record for crop value, with 
sales generating US$1.83bn in 2015, 
according to the Californian Table 
Grape Commission. The performance 
surpasses the previous record of 
US$1.76bn set in 2014.

Exports accounted for 34.7% of the 
total volume sold, with 37.9m cartons 
shipped internationally at a value of 
US$737.8m.

Canada: high prices in 
supermarkets
After a few weeks with 

persistent problems with red grapes, 
the market is now expected to 
recover. Prices this season have been 
exceptionally high. With the end of the 
season in California, prices remained 
high until the arrival of grapes from 
Chile. 

Malaysia: grapes in top 5
Grapes are in the top 
5 of Malaysia’s most 

popular fruits among consumers. One 
importer said they expected an increase 
in the consumption of South African 
grapes. South African grapes are more 
attractive than the Californian in terms 
of both taste and price, according to the 
importer.

Rudolf Mulderij is the Editor of 
FreshPlaza, a daily newsletter especially 
for the global fruit and vegetable 
industry. This article appeared on 
www.freshplaza.com on 18/3/2016 
and has been reproduced with their 
permission.

The FreshPlaza team comprise a 
growing team of editors who source 
their news on a global basis and from 
many different languages. FreshPlaza, by 
nature, is an interactive concept, which 
relies greatly on the participation of its 
readers. Information is shared in articles 
and Global Market reports through their 
newsportal: W: freshplaza.com
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Plant Health Australia

New officers aim to keep honey bees healthy

The Australian Government Department 
of Agriculture and Water Resources has 
responded to the threat of the exotic 
pest Xylella, which causes Pierce’s 
disease in grape vines overseas, by 
tightening import requirements from 
November 2015.  

Key changes to import requirements 
will include:
¡ Nursery stock and plant material 

coming from countries or regions 
where Xylella occurs will need to be 
tested offshore and certified as free 
from Xylella by the government of 
the exporting country.

¡ Material that does not meet the 
above requirements may be held 
and tested in an approved post-
entry quarantine facility for 12 
months or nursery stock material 
may be hot water treated, followed 
by standard post entry quarantine 
screening arrangements. 

¡ An approved arrangement in 
accordance with Australia’s 
requirements to ensure the health 
of plants will need to be in place 
for off-shore certification of nursery 
stock from high risk countries.

The volumes of some ornamental plant 
material and tree species permitted 
entry to Australia may be reduced, and 
the costs of importing might increase. 
This is because laboratory testing will 
be required and longer observation 
times in quarantine may be necessary. 

All producers and importers are urged 
to abide by the new restrictions to 

Australia’s honey 
bees are some of the 
healthiest in the world, 
free from many pests 
and diseases found 

elsewhere. To help keep it that way, 
funding has been contributed by 
governments, the honey bee industry 
and by pollination-reliant industries to 
run a program that aims to keep our 
honey bees healthy and, importantly for 
crop producers, keep them pollinating 
crops to boost yield. 

Over recent years the number of people 
taking up beekeeping has increased 
markedly in both urban and regional 

to contribute to maintaining a healthy 
honey bee population. 

“Whether you have one or a thousand 
hives, there are simple things that 
beekeepers can do to protect their 
bees,” Ms Saunders said. “The main 
activities are detailed in an updated 
version of the Biosecurity Manual 
for Beekeepers which was released 
recently by PHA.”

The manual includes advice about 
doing regular hive inspections, 
controlling pests and diseases and how 
to safely move hives and equipment 
between properties or apiaries. There 

Xylella threat prompts tighter quarantine 
restrictions for imported plants

avoid an incursion that would have 
widespread and serious implications for 
production in Australia.  

Xylella is of major concern because 
of the large number of crops it affects 
and because if it gets into Australia the 
chances of eradicating it are slim.  

Species that can be damaged by Xylella
include:
¡ grapevines
¡ citrus
¡ olives
¡ forestry and amenity trees
¡ almonds, cherries, peaches and plums
¡ avocados
¡ blueberries
¡ coffee
¡ pecans
¡ alfalfa.
This bacterial disease originated 
in the Americas and has spread to 

Europe with recent detections in 
France and Italy. In the Americas it 
is causing hundreds of millions of 
dollars in damage. Costs to California’s 
grapevines alone amount to $100 
million per year.

The department has announced that 
changes will apply to host plants 
including tissue cultures, rooted plants, 
cuttings, budwood, some corms and 
bulbs being imported from the Americas, 
Europe and a number of countries in the 
Middle East and Asia, where the disease 
is known to be present.

These will strengthen the existing import 
conditions that were put in place for 
Xylella in 2009 and provide assurance 
that this risk material is free from Xylella
infection.

Plant importers need to check BICON 
before applying for new import 
permits at W: bicon.agriculture.gov.au/
BiconWeb4.0

areas. The National Bee Biosecurity 
Program has now begun to employ a 
Bee Biosecurity Officer in departments 
of primary industries in five states. 
Each Bee Biosecurity Officer will be 
available to answer questions about 
beekeeping, pollination and to help 
implement biosecurity measures. Once 
the new Australian Honey Bee Industry 
Biosecurity Code of Practice is finalised, 
the officers will also ensure that all 
beekeepers comply with it. 

According to Alison Saunders, National 
Manager Horticultural Cropping at Plant 
Health Australia (PHA) there are simple 
things that every beekeeper can do 

Xylella symptoms on grapevines. Christine Horlock, DAFF Qld.
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High priority exotic pest threats of vines
Pierce’s disease (Xylella fastidiosa)

Exotic pest threats

This series from Plant Health Australia features exotic pests that would survive, spread 
and establish in Australian vineyards should they get through border quarantine controls. 
Growers should be familiar with their appearance and symptoms so that they can 
distinguish them from the pests that they normally encounter. 

Report any unusual or suspect plant pest symptoms immediately via the Exotic Plant Pest 
Hotline on 1800 084 881.

Pierce’s disease is a deadly disease 
of grapevines caused by the bacteria 
Xylella fastidiosa. It lives in the water 
conducting system (xylem) of the 
grapevine and is spread between plants 
by xylem-feeding leafhoppers known 
as sharpshooters.  The exotic glassy-
winged sharpshooter, covered in the 
January 2015 edition, is a key vector.

What should I look for?
Infected plants show symptoms of 
water stress such as browning and loss 
of leaves, lignification of canes and fruit 
raisining.  

The characteristic symptom of leaf 
scorch is observed in late summer 
and autumn and includes marginal leaf 
scorch (browning) that is frequently 
bordered by a red or yellow halo.  The 
outer leaf area may dry suddenly while 
the rest of the leaf remains green.  
Affected leaves are less vigorous and 
smaller.  Ultimately, entire leaves turn 
brown and drop, leaving the petioles 
attached to the plant.  

What can it be confused 
with?
While the symptom of scorched leaves 
can be confused with chloride (salt) 
toxicity the occurrence of several 
symptoms, such as leaf drop,

lignification of canes and fruit raisining 
indicates Pierce’s disease.

How does it spread?
Pierce’s disease is transmitted by 
xylem-feeding leafhoppers and can be 
spread by grafting infected propagation 
material onto healthy rootstocks.  It is 
not transmitted through contaminated 
pruning equipment or by seed 
transmission.

Where is it now?
Pierce’s disease in grapevines occurs 
in North America, Central America and 
some parts of South America.   

How can I protect my 
vineyard from Pierce’s 
disease?
Only source high health status 
(preferably certified) plant material from 
reliable and accredited suppliers.  

Check your vineyard frequently for the 
presence of new pests and investigate 
any sick grapevines for unusual 
symptoms. Make sure you are familiar 
with common grapevine pests so you 
can tell if you see something different.  

Ensure all staff and visitors adhere to on-
farm biosecurity and hygiene practices.  

Scorched leaves are a key symptom along 
with berries shrivelling up. Alex H. Purcell, 
University of California –  Berkeley, 
Bugwood.org.

is also information about providing 
a pollination service for growers, 
managing specialist products such 
as queen bees, packaged bees, 
honeycomb, and wax.

The 2012 edition of the manual was 
very popular, with 13,000 hard copies 
distributed to the members of state 
and territory apiarist associations. A 
similar number of the new edition will 
be distributed via state departments 
of primary industries and various state 
apiarists’ associations.

The new manual, and information on 
the new Bee Biosecurity Officers as 

Reducing the risk of exotic and established pests 

affecting honey bees
Version 1.1 January 2016

Biosecurity Manualfor Beekeepersthey are appointed, is available at  
W: BeeAware.org.au.

“The code is being developed to 
incorporate fundamental biosecurity 
principles into the practices of all 
beekeepers to minimise the impact of 
pests and diseases on your hives and 
those of fellow beekeepers.”

“Most beekeepers will find keeping to 
the code pretty straightforward as it is 
consistent with sensible management 
practices. Others might need to brush 
up on a few things but it won’t be too 
difficult,” Ms Saunders advised.
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Apricot seedlings evaluation 
project review
Growers and service providers were 
given the chance to comment on the 
progress of the Apricot seedlings project 
during a recent midterm project review. 

Hort Innovation conducted the review 
and sought feedback on MT12015 
Selecting and releasing to industry 
high quality fresh and dried Australian 
apricots for export and domestic 
markets to confirm that it is meeting 
industry expectations and the priorities 
for this research area.

The objectives for the midterm review 
were to:

1. Determine that this project is being 
managed responsibly and that all 
contractual requirements with Hort 
Innovation are being adequately met.

2. Review activities undertaken 
during the study including 
suitability of the methodology and 
benefits to industry. Assess the 
quality of outputs and the level of 
engagement with stakeholders and 
identify how/if engagement could 
be enhanced.

3. Review commercialisation 
opportunities and identify 
potential impediments to effective 
development and commercialisation 
(if appropriate).

4. Undertake a SWOT analysis.

5. Determine any recommendations 
and confirm activities for the 
remainder of the project.

The four stage review process began 
with a review of documentation from 
the project. The project team, industry 
representatives and growers were 
then asked to provide their input via a 
questionnaire. 

During the third stage key project 
personnel - Australian Dried Tree Fruits 
Secretariat, Phil Chidgzey and SARDI 
plant breeder, Darren Graetz - and 
industry participants - Kris Werner, 
Jason Size, Tony Loffler, Tim Grieger 
and David Swain participated in a 
teleconference with Hort Innovation 
current and former R&D Managers 
(Kathryn Young, Alok Kumar) and 
Relationship Manager Will Gordon.

The final stage of the review is a report 
completed and provided to the service 
provider for feedback.

Recommendations
The midterm review has informed Hort 
Innovation that the project is meeting the 

expectations of growers within the fresh 
and dried apricot industries and those of 
Hort Innovation. This provides confidence 
that the project should proceed as 
contracted with the opportunity for 
additional focus on key areas.

The project was not a competitive or 
transparent procurement, but based on 
the first year of the contract addressing 
the final year of breeding. 

Bringing the fresh and dried industries 
together, the large amount of 
background intellectual property and 
need to coordinate two separate 
industries required the ability to engage 
all parties successfully. Hort Innovation 
believes this is being coordinated and 
delivered effectively, which may not 
have been possible without the key 
participants who are currently involved 
(Dried Fruits Australia, Australian Dried 
Tree Fruits, SARDI and SAFFGA). 

The PMC also provides an additional 
level of governance with a number of 
key growers participating and directing 
the project.

The following recommendations 
have been summarised from the 
documentation, questionnaire and 
teleconference for review with the 
service provider Dried Fruits Australia 
and Hort Innovation.

1. The PMC should review the timelines 
of the evaluations and ensure that 
the service provider and industry can 
meet these. Revise in the proposal 
as realistic achievable targets.

2. The PMC should review the 
milestone dates so that they are 
relevant to the seasonality of 
reporting and committee meetings.

3. As communication is imperative to 
successful project outcomes, the 
PMC should continue to engage 
through all possible networks for 
ongoing awareness and opportunity 
for all growers to have the ability to 
make informed decisions on new 
varieties and participation.

4. The current delivery of the project by 
the service provider and expert with 
governance of the PMC addresses 
the requirements of the SFA.

5. The project is considered very 
important to industry and should 
proceed to completion.

Research and Development



31The Vine  •  Apr - Jun 2016

Employment

Network to help address rural labour issues and 
benefit producers and workers

Dried Fruits Australia congratulate Mick 
Keogh OAM on his appointment as 
the Agriculture Commissioner to the 
Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC).

National Farmers’ Federation President 
Brent Finlay said the appointment was 
a positive step towards strengthening 
competitiveness within the rural sector.

“Mr Keogh brings with him a welcome 
mix of practical, policy and academic 

experience across the agriculture 
industry which will equip him with a 
thorough understanding of the issues 
impacting on competitiveness and 
ensuring supply chain transparency,” 
he said. 

Mr Finlay said the NFF was pleased 
to see delivery of the commitment 
to create this position, as outlined 
in the Agricultural Competitiveness 
White Paper last July, and he looked 
forward to working with Mr Keogh, 

along with the ACCC’s new Agriculture 
Enforcement and Engagement Unit, 
on ensuring all participants in the 
agricultural supply chain are treated 
fairly.

“We look to Mr Keogh and the Unit 
swiftly setting to work and to gaining 
the confidence of industry so as 
to provide us with another tool to 
ensure we are best positioned to take 
advantage of the growing opportunities 
before the sector.”

Mick Keogh appointed Agriculture Commissioner to ACCC

A network of agriculture workforce 
officers based across Queensland has 
been appointed to help agribusinesses 
tackle one of the major challenges facing 
agriculture - accessing a consistent 
supply of appropriately skilled workers.

The Queensland Agriculture Workforce 
Network (QAWN) is an industry-led 
initiative funded by the Queensland 
Government as part of a package of 
rural jobs initiatives that aim to address 
agriculture’s labour and skill needs, 
including the Rural Jobs and Skills 
Alliance (RJSA), Agforce School to 
Industry Partnership Program (SIPP) 
and Gateway Schools to Agribusiness.

Launching the network Queensland 
Agriculture Minister, Leanne Donaldson 
said QAWN was a partnership between 
the government and industry to make it 
easier for agricultural employers in rural 
Queensland to find the workers they need.

“We recognise that for many rural 
agricultural businesses labour supply 

issues are a real barrier to prosperity 
and we have forged a partnership with 
industry groups to tackle those issues.

“From today a series of industry-based 
officers will be working throughout 
the state to help employers better 
understand local employment and 
training options.”

The officers are based with agriculture 
industry organisations including 
Growcom, Bowen Gumlu Growers 
Association, Bundaberg Fruit 
and Vegetable Growers, Mackay 
Canegrowers and Mareeba District Fruit 
and Vegetable Growers Association 
and are working in partnership with the 
Queensland Department of Agriculture 
and Fisheries (QDAF).

QAWN Project Manager, Michelle 
Templin said the new network was a 
slightly redefined version of the very 
successful Queensland Production 
Horticulture Workforce Development 
model, with the focus now extended 

to supporting employment and skilling 
outcomes for the whole of agriculture 
and not just production horticulture.

 “Accessing a consistent supply of 
appropriately skilled workers has 
long been an issue for farmers. The 
network’s focus is to work with farmers 
across all agriculture sectors to gain 
an understanding of their labour and 
skills needs and to connect them with 
the most appropriate solution to help 
them grow their business. This could 
include information on the variety of 
available employment options and 
wage subsidies, connecting them with 
local recruitment and training providers, 
or providing an update on what funding 
opportunities are available to upskill 
their workers.

“The officers will also work closely 
with regional employment and training 
services providers to improve service 
delivery by ensuring that they better 
understand the needs of agricultural 
employers.”

The QAWN team pictured with Agriculture Minister, Leanne Donaldson Photo courtesy Rodney Green Commercial & Rural Photography.
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ATGA showcases Aussie grapes on world stage

In competitive global markets it’s no 
longer enough to simply produce high 
quality grapes. 

Success in export markets is the 
result of extensive market research 
and development, tireless promotion 
and maintaining a presence at major 
international trade events and logistics 
hubs. To complement the work 
undertaken with inbound trade missions, 
export-driven industries regularly 
participate in outbound trade missions. 

Whilst inward trade missions are vital to 
growing exports via observation of fruit 
quality and formation of new business 
partnerships, so too is the opportunity 
for Australian growers, exporters and 
industry experts to visit key export 
markets, and continue to form new 
business relationships which are crucial 
to future trade. 

Most recently, the Australian Table 
Grape Association in conjunction with 
the Victorian Food and Fibre Team, 
attended major food expos, Gulfood in 
Dubai and Foodex in Japan, and will 
soon attend the joint fresh produce 
promotional campaign, Now! In Season 
CEO tour in April 2016. 

This was the first year the ATGA had 
a presence at the Gulfood trade show 
in Dubai, and is unlikely to be the last. 
The Middle East recently became the 
third largest export destination for 
table grapes, a fact that has not been 
overlooked by the industry. 

With free trade agreements now firmly 
established with Japan, the ATGA 
continued to focus on extensive in-store 
promotional activities this season in 
a number of large retail outlets; along 
with planned activities in Thailand, 
Philippines, Indonesia and Korea to 
support our expanding foot print into 
each of those major export destinations.

Gulfood, Dubai
The Middle East is one of the fastest 
growing regions for food and beverage 
demand in the world. 

Many Middle Eastern countries 
import more than 90% of their total 
consumption needs and the region’s 
growing and youthful population is 
driving growth for premium food and 
beverage products. 

In 2014-15 Victoria exported $1.1 billion 
worth of food to the region - equivalent 
to Victorian exports to China over the 
same period.

ATGA Chief Executive Jeff Scott said 
horticulture exports to the region were 
expected to grow, including shipments 
of Australian table grapes. 

“The Middle East has become 
the industry’s third largest export 

destination with nearly 7,000 tonnes 
exported to the United Arab Emirates 
last year. This is an important market 
for us and we have to pay due respect 
to that.

“We do not want another Vietnam 
situation whereby we lost the market 
for 12 months as a result of lack of due 
diligence.” 

The ATGA travelled to Dubai in 
February this year as part of a strong 
Victorian Trade Mission.

Given its standing as the region’s major 
trading hub, key activities were held in 
the United Arab Emirates to coincide 

Export development

The ATGA attended Gulfood for the first 
time this year with great results.

Dubai retail displays of table grapes.
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with Gulfood in Dubai, the world’s 
largest annual food and beverage trade 
fair. 

The five-day event attracts more than 
85,000 visitors from over 150 countries 
providing opportunities for Victorian 
exporters to deepen their commercial 
engagement in the Middle East and 
beyond. They come to see the latest 
offerings from over 5,000 exhibitors 
from 120 countries worldwide.

“This was the first year ATGA had 
representation at Gulfoods, and the 
results were very positive,” Mr Scott said.

As part of the Victorian trade mission 
the ATGA was provided with an 
opportunity to showcase Victoria’s 
export capabilities through business to 
business meetings, targeted networking 
events and engagement with potential 
business partners.

“The strong presence in Dubai and the 
chance to have face-to-face meetings 
was very beneficial,” Mr Scott said. 

“There was great interest from a number 
of importers in Dubai who will then on-
ship to all parts of the Middle East. 

“The interest has continued and since 
returning from the trade fair the ATGA 
and local exporters have received 
several enquiries from new importers 
based in the Middle East.”

Mr Scott said the Middle East was 
certainly a market worth watching. He 
looked forward to returning to further 
raise the profile of Aussie grapes in the 
region and to strengthen the networks 
formed during the recent visit.

Foodex, Japan
Japan is Victoria’s third largest importer 
of Victorian food and beverage, 
Victoria’s largest importer of dairy 
and third largest importer of meat and 
prepared foods.

In April 2014, Australia and Japan 
signed the historic Japan-Australia 
Economic Partnership Agreement 
(JAEPA) which came into effect in early 
2015 providing tariff reductions and 
an increase in duty-free quotas for 
a number of key food and beverage 
products.

The ATGA attended Foodex in 2015 
and returned in 2016 as part of a 
Victorian trade mission aimed at 
tapping into the Japan market now that 
JAEPA tariff reductions are in place. 

Foodex is Japan’s largest trade only 
food show and was held 8-11 March. 
2016 marks the 41st event, and one of 
the largest on record with over 3,700 
booths representing 3,197 companies 
exhibiting from 78 countries and 
regions (including joint-exhibitions). 
Over the 4 days of the exhibition, 
77,000 buyers from food service, 
distribution, and trading companies 
were expected to attend.

Trade mission participants were provided 
with a comprehensive business matching 
program with qualified importers, 
distributors and end users and be invited 
to participate in a networking event with 
key decision makers from the food and 
beverage industry.

Mr Scott said the ATGA’s attendance 
at Foodex was vital towards reinforcing 
the networks established on previous 
visits. 

“A number of Japanese remembered 
us from last year and sought to visit the 
ATGA stand in order to hold business 
discussions and cement relationships. 

“There is a strong demand for high 
quality table grapes in Japan and 
therefore much interest in sourcing fruit 
from Australia. In addition to the buyers 
met last year, there were a large number 
of new importers seeking business 
with Australian exporters, and we only 
expect this to increase in the future.”

Mr Scott said while in Japan the ATGA 
sought meetings with the Australian 
Embassy and the Japanese Importer 
Association, NEISSIKO who have 
strong links with Japan MAFF with the 
objective of increasing the number of 
varieties available to export under a 
revised protocol between Australian 
and Japan. 

Meetings were also held with the 
Ministry of Health to discuss MRLs, and 
an agreement was reached between 
ATGA and MoH to advise the ATGA of 
any consignments that may exceed up 
to 50% of the allowed MRL limit. 

“This will enable the industry to take a 
proactive role with respect to growers 
with potential breaches rather than wait 
to be advised of a breach and reacting 
then, which would see widespread 
repercussions for the entire industry 
and potentially damage the Australian 
trade,” he said.

The ATGA has worked hard to secure 
access to international markets for 
Australian table grape growers and 
uses Victoria’s Food and Fibre team 
and their trade mission program to help 
maintain networks and promote Aussie 
grapes to the world.

Victoria has a robust trade mission 
program, with other missions this year 
to head Seoul Food in South Korea and 
SIAL in China.

The Middle East is Australia’s third largest market for table grapes and product was in 
store and on display during the February visit.
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In one decade, skin cancer has cost 
Victorian workplaces more than $6.2 
million in compensation, common law 
damages and impairment benefits. The 
personal costs can be much higher, 
with 412 Victorians dying from skin 
cancer in one year.

Under Victorian workplace health and 
safety legislation, all employers need to 
provide and maintain a safe workplace, 
protected from any environmental risks.

But when it comes to the risk of 
ultraviolet (UV) radiation, workplaces 
are dropping the ball. 

A recent Cancer Council survey showed 
2.5 million Australians spent half their 
working day outdoors, yet only 50% of 
those workers said their employer had 
a UV protection policy in place. 

The data should set alarm bells ringing 
for growers in particular, with the bulk 
of the workforce spending their day 
under the sun.

UV radiation is generally strongest in the 
summer months, but for outdoor workers 
– who receive up to 10 times more UV 
exposure than a typical indoor worker – 
UV damage is a year-round risk.

Without the proper measures in place, 
every UV exposure at work adds to a 
person’s lifetime UV damage, increasing 
their risk of sunburn, skin and eye 
damage and ultimately, skin cancer.

So what can you do to make sure you, 
your workers and your business are 
protected from UV damage and skin 
cancer at work?

Recognise UV as a year-
round risk
For most Victorians, sun protection is 
a priority from September to April. But 
for growers and their employees - who 
spend long periods working outdoors, sun 
protection needs to be used every day, 
regardless of UV level or temperature.

Educate your employees
Workplace safety is a joint responsibility 
between employers and employees. 
Offer training or education to make sure 
all workers – including seasonal labourers 
– on site know that UV is an OH&S 
risk and what they can do to protect 
themselves at work. Employers may 
consider developing a UV policy with 
workers input and providing resources 
such as sunscreen or hats.

Get shady
Assess your outdoor environments 
and see if there are opportunities to 
create more shade, whether this means 
portable structures or permanent 
solutions, including tree planting. If 
there is limited shade available, you 
could also create a policy for rotating 
workers so that no person spends all 
day without shade.

When it’s practical, try to schedule any 
jobs that have to be done in full sun for 
early morning or late afternoon to avoid 
the middle of the day when UV levels 
are highest.

Know the right tools for 
the job
Encourage workers to wear long-
sleeved shirts with collars and long 
pants; a hat with a broad-brim or 
legionnaire’s style to protect the eyes, 
face, ears and neck; and slide on 
a pair of close-fitting, wrap-around 
sunglasses for eye protection.

Provide workers with SPF30 or higher, 
broad-spectrum sunscreen to slop on 
every two hours to any skin that can’t 
be covered with clothing. There are 
plenty of non-greasy, dry-touch formulas 
designed for outdoor work that won’t 
attract dust, dirt or leave marks.

Ask for help
If you need a hand in fulfilling your 
OH&S requirements contact the Cancer 
Council Victoria’s SunSmart Workplace 
team for advice on UV policies, training 
and education.  Find out more at  
W: sunsmart.com.au/work or by calling 
T: (03) 9514 6419.

Occupational health and safety

Pays to be ‘smart’ when it comes to sun protection

Photosensitivity 
What is Photosensitivity? An adverse 
skin reaction to certain substances in 
the presence of UV radiation.

Exposure to photosensitisers via 
ingestion, inhalation or skin contact can 
worsen the effects of UV.

Examples of common substances 
include:

¡ Plants (dill, fennel, lemon)

¡ Vegetables (celery, parsnips)

¡ Some chemicals

¡ Some dyes

¡ Drugs (anti-malarial, anti-
inflammatory, anti-fungal, anti-
bacterial)

¡ Oils, cosmetics and fragrances 
(bergamot, lavender)

¡ Disinfectants and antiseptics

¡ Tattoos

For more information, download Skin 
Cancer and outdoor work: A Guide 
for employers from the Communities 
section of the Sunsmart website   
W: sunsmart.com.au/downloads/
communities/workplaces  or 
W: arpansa.gov.au/pubs/
radiationprotection/rps12_
photosensitizers.pdf

Workers are encouraged to wear long-sleeved shirts with collars and long pants, a 
hat, sunglasses and sunscreen to protect their skin from the damaging effects of UV 
radiation.
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Visual assessment of the grape 
and wine sector’s costliest disease, 
powdery mildew, will be easier with a 
new, free smart-phone app developed 
by University of Adelaide researchers 
and collaborators.

The recently released iPhone/iPad and 
Android app, PMapp, will help grape 
growers and wineries make informed 
decisions about the quality and price of 
grapes.

The development of PMapp has been 
supported by Wine Australia as part 
of a wider research project seeking 
to establish objective measures for 
quantifying powdery mildew. The app 
development has taken place in close 
consultation with a project reference 
group of viticulturists, wineries, 
independent assessors and researchers.

“Powdery mildew is a serious disease 
of grapevines worldwide and, in 
Australia, has an estimated annual 
cost of $76 million through yield loss 
and the cost of control,” says project 
leader Eileen Scott, Professor of Plant 

Pathology in the University’s School of 
Agriculture, Food and Wine.

It causes serious quality issues with 
bad flavours and aromas in wine and 
is problematic for the fresh and dried 
grape industries too due to product 
damage and subsequent loss.

“PMapp facilitates 
efficient assessment and 
recording of the severity 
and incidence of powdery 
mildew in the vineyard.”
Professor Scott said one of the 
problems with control is that powdery 
mildew is hard to assess – the disease 
is ubiquitous, but symptoms can be 
hard to see, or easily confused with 
dust or spray residue.

Dr Liz Waters, Wine Australia Research 
Development and Extension Portfolio 
Manager, says tools such as PMapp 

help develop objective analytical 
methods to assess powdery mildew 
infection levels and enable efficient and 
cost-effective vineyard practices.

PMapp allows the user to quickly 
assess visually the severity of powdery 
mildew on each bunch of grapes (an 
estimation of the percentage of the 
surface area of the bunch covered) 
by matching it with a computer 
generated image. The app calculates 
the proportion of bunches affected 
(the disease incidence) and of surface 
area affected (severity) and reports the 
data in a spreadsheet for subsequent 
analysis. 

A key reference and browser of images 
built into the app also help the user 
familiarise themselves with various 
disease patterns and severities. A 
website to support the app is currently 
being developed.

The PMapp is now available on Apple’s 
App Store or Google Play.

Technology

New app to assess powdery mildew on grapes

Vineyard biosecurity bolstered by new app
Biosecurity in Western Australian 
vineyards is expected to improve with 
the release of a new smart device 
reporting app by the Department of 
Agriculture and Food.

Department development officer Alec 
McCarthy said Western Australia’s 
grape industries enjoyed a unique 
advantage in being free from a range of 
grape pests and diseases.

“The grape industry is vulnerable 
to the introduction of exotic pests 
and diseases which would have a 
major negative impact on access to 
markets and the profitability of grape 
producers,” Mr McCarthy said.

“We’ve updated surveillance systems 
with modern technology to help the 
viticulture industries and backyard grape 
growers to identify and report potential 
pests and diseases of their vines.

“The MyPestGuide Grapes app is easy 
to use and developed specifically for 
grape growers.

“It complements the department’s 
existing range of tools aimed at improving 
biosecurity surveillance and reporting,.

“When combined with MyPestGuide 
Reporter, the new app is a powerful 
surveillance tool that will help 

commercial and small-scale grape 
growers and vineyard consultants to 
take an active role in looking out for, 
and reporting, biosecurity threats.”

The technology is intended to increase 
awareness and participation in pest 
and disease surveillance and diagnostic 
activities in wine and table grape 
production. 

The app allows users to photograph 
an unusual insect or disease and send 
it directly from their device to the 
department for identification.

Improved surveillance expected to 

result from the app will help build 
a better picture of the incidence of 
existing pests and diseases and 
improve reporting of unknown and 
potentially exotic pests and diseases.

“Increased pest reports from Western 
Australian grape growers will help 
Western Australia maintain access 
to valuable international markets by 
supporting our claims of area freedom 
from certain exotic pests,” he said.

MyPestGuide Grapes app is free and 
can be for downloaded from Google 
Play and Apple App Store.

Department of Agriculture and Food development officer Meghan Cornelius uses the 
MyPestGuide Grapes app in a vineyard.
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In Western Australia, cooperation 
between a team from the Department of 
Agriculture and Food Western Australia 
(DAFWA) and computer programmers, 
has led to the creation of a new and 
free phone app. This app, Irrigate WA, 
has been developed to help West 
Australian farmers schedule watering 
time, volume and duration.

The app uses real-time data from 136 
weather stations across the state to 
provide specific scheduling information 
to individual farms.

James Dee a project manager from 
DAFWA who has been working on the 
app, said it was an area where farmers 
needed assistance.

“Irrigation scheduling is actually 
quite complex as it is dependent on 
understanding how much water the 
plants are transpiring, how much water 
is actually stored in the root zone of 
the plants and how effectively your 
root zone is storing water,” Mr Dee 
said.

Phone app to improve crop irrigation 

A new study into the future state of play 
for irrigated industries in the southern 
Murray-Darling Basin has found that 
there is likely to be a substantial 
increase in water demand and price 
over the next five years.

The study, funded by the Rural 
Industries Research and Development 
Corporation (RIRDC) and conducted 
by leading water market advisory 
specialists Aither, projects significant 
increases in water demand and price 
driven by the rapid expansion of 
agricultural industries including cotton 
and nuts.

Modelling indicates that water 
allocation prices could increase over 
the next five years by around 10% 
in low allocation years and 7% in 
moderate and high allocation years, 
simply as a result of projected demand 
changes.

If this scenario eventuated, water 
use could decrease by around 10% 
for dairy, and 15% for both rice and 
grapes. These projections are informed 
by industry views gathered through 
broad consultation, noting the extent 
to which these results are realised 
will depend in part on how investors 
respond to the recent fall in almond 
prices.

The study highlights the importance 
of these demand-side pressures in 
contributing to the increasing price 
of water allocations in recent years. It 
does not consider supply-side drivers 
or social or environmental impacts.

Aither Director Will Fargher said: “While 
increased demand for water by irrigated 
industries is occurring alongside lower 
rainfall and a reallocation of water to 

the environment, the impact of this 
demand is significant in its own right.” 

Mr Fargher said that while the trends 
identified in the study present some 
challenges in the southern Murray-
Darling Basin, irrigation industries have 
shown to be adaptable and resilient, 
including in response to periods of low 
water allocations.

“Modelling indicates 
that water allocation 
prices could increase 
over the next five years 
by around 10% in low 
allocation years and 7% 
in moderate and high 
allocation years”
“Water markets have contributed 
to resilience by allowing for the 
reallocation of water in response to 
changing demand, and will be essential 
in enabling industries to respond to 
new opportunities,” Mr Fargher said.

Released as part of a series of reports 
from RIRDC’s National Rural Issues 
program, the report aims to inform 
decision making and policy debate by 
government and industry on issues of 
national significance.

Craig Burns, RIRDC’s Managing 
Director, said the study will provide 
policy makers with current and 
independent analysis and forecasting 
that will help inform their decisions.

“The southern Murray-Darling Basin 
is Australia’s largest and highest 
value irrigation area and its continued 
success depends on an enormous 
number of private and public 
decisions,” Mr Burns said.

“The importance of this study is that 
it brings together qualitative and 
quantitative evidence to identify key 
trends across the southern Murray-
Darling Basin, the likely implications 
for water markets, and the overall 
consequences for industries. In doing 
so, policy and decision makers will now 
be better placed to plan for irrigated 
agriculture.”

The full report, titled Contemporary 
Trends and Drivers of Irrigation in the 
Southern Murray-Darling Basin can 
be downloaded for free from W: rirdc.
infoservices.com.au/items/16007

Water and irrigation

New study predicts increases in water demand 
and price in the southern Murray-Darling Basin

Contemporary trends 
and drivers of irrigation  
in the southern 
Murray-Darling Basin
by Aither

Irrigate WA can assist irrigation 
farmers by calculating the plant water 
use for each crop and allowing farmers 
to track overall water use.

Mr Dee said the app was designed 
with broad appeal and can be used 
alongside any irrigated fruit or 
vegetable crop.

The app can be downloaded from the 
DAFWA website, however, farmers 
need to register on the site first.

Source: abc.net.au; Published: 13/1/2016
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Expressions of Interest: Strategic Investment Advisory Panel

horticulture.com.au

SHAPE THE FUTURE
OF YOUR HORTICULTURE

INDUSTRY

Hort Innovation is seeking Expressions of Interest from suitably qualified growers and other supply 
chain stakeholders for the dried prune and dried tree fruit industry Strategic Investment Advisory Panel.
The industry Strategic Investment Advisory Panels provide advice to Hort Innovation in relation to industry marketing and research and 
development programs funded by industry levies and matching dollars from the Australian Government. The panels are guided by the 
strategic priorities set out in the industry Strategic Investment Plans.

If you would like to help shape the future of your industry, we are keen to hear from you. Find more information and apply online at 
http://horticulture.com.au/about/industry-advice/strategic-investment-advisory-panels. 

Applications will be assessed and short-listed by an independent recruitment firm. A selection panel may then interview shortlisted 
candidates. The selection panel will recommend the final panel composition to the Hort Innovation Board.  

For more information or to request a form sent to you by mail, contact Hort Innovation on 03 9691 3525.

Water a big issue
Water will be a major concern for grape 
growers as they complete harvest and 
plan for the coming season.

It is important to maintain moisture 
levels in the soil following harvest to 
keep vines, especially those that have 
been summer-pruned, functioning for 
as long as possible before they go into 
dormancy.

By keeping the vines growing and the 
remaining leaves green, they continue 
to photosynthesise and produce 
carbohydrates which are stored in the 
perennial parts (trunk and roots) of the 
plant. The longer the vine grows into 
late autumn, the greater the reserve of 
carbohydrates, and the better the start 
to the season.

Growers may have used more than their 
allocation of water this season and will 
need to ‘top up’ their water account. 
Lower Murray Water (LMW) is allowing 
a temporary extension of Victorian 
growers’ Annual Use Limits by 30% 
because of the high evaporation and 
low rainfall through the irrigation period.

This reprieve may get growers through 
to the end of the season, but the start 
of the irrigation season of spring 2016 
must also be considered. 

In order to provide the best conditions 
for bud burst and development of next 
year’s crop vines should be irrigated 
before bud burst. However, this may 
be difficult without prior planning as 
water storage experts are predicting 
low inflows that supply water for the 
coming 2016-17 irrigation season.

It is predicted that water allocations will 
remain at zero for high security water 
for quite a time into the next irrigation 
season.

To get through this early part of the 
season growers must plan now. One 
strategy is to accumulate enough water 
credits in a carryover water account by 
relying on water still carried over from 
this season. If not consideration may 
be given to purchasing temporary water 
for carryover or making a compromise 
on how much water is used now to 
save some for next year.

While it is still mid-April, decisions 
must be made how to achieve the 
most suitable outcomes for individual’s 
properties and situations.

Growers are advised to discuss their 
options with a water broker or staff at 
LMW for advice on how they can make 
the most of options such as carryover 
or water trading to manage their water 
requirements in 2016-17.

Spiked weed seeds
Preventing spiked weed seeds getting 
into fruit has always been a challenge 
for those growers plagued with these 
pest weeds.

Growers should not give up attempting 
to control these weeds and let them 
take over their vineyard. Persistence 
is the key and every effort should be 
made to reduce the weed and seed 
numbers.

Consider cultivating to eliminate mature 
weed plants and stop the spread of 
new seeds. This disturbs the seed 
bank and promotes germination so it is 
important that cultivation is followed by 
vigilant spraying of seedlings as they 
germinate.

It is important to take action in the 
field and respond quickly as the seeds 
germinate rather than attempting 
to remove spiked weed seeds from 
contaminated fruit if it is rejected by a 
processor. 

Reports of spray drift 
damage 
The Australian Pesticides and 
Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA) 
received isolated reports of damage to 
vineyards, possibly due to applying

herbicides when surface temperature 
inversion conditions are present.

The APVMA is not taking specific 
regulatory action at this time. However, 
given the adverse experiences being 
reported, we are reminding people to 
read product labels carefully and apply 
chemicals according to the prevailing 
conditions.

Product labels prohibit application 
when surface temperature inversion 
conditions are present due to the 
potential for very fine droplets to drift 
far beyond neighbouring paddocks.

The nature of this type of spray drift 
means users may not be aware that 
they are contributing to damage in their 
local communities.

State and territory governments are 
responsible for addressing incidents of 
spray drift and sharing these findings 
with the APVMA for assessment and 
regulatory action, if required.

If you experience a spray drift incident, 
please report it to your state regulator—
the list of contacts can be found on the 
APVMA website:  
W: apvma.gov.au/spraydrift

For further information refer to 
Grains Research and Development 
Corporation (GRDC) factsheet on 
surface temperature inversions:  
W: grdc.com.au/GRDC-FS-
SprayInversions 
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Versatile and economical, the light-weight IPC Compact 
Scale is also robust and reliable.

Runs on only two D-size batteries; the large LCD screen makes 
reading scale-weight easy. 

The IPC Compact Scale is ideal for the Grape Grower and 
comes in two models:

• Ishida IPC-15 dual range weighing
       (5 gram divisions to 7.5kg then 10 gram divisions to 15kg)

• Ishida IPC-30 dual range weighing
       (10 gram divisions to 15kg then 20 gram divisions to 30kg)

READY 
FOR 
THE 
PICKING
SEASON?

Ishida Commercial Products [ICP]: Retail, Food Processing & Factory Automation Weighing Systems Heat and Control; exclusive supplier of Ishida ICP systems in Australia

www.heatandcontrol.com
  icpsales@heatandcontrol.com.au

Mobile: 0419 679 506  
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