
 

 

  

 

 

Variety Info sheet 

Problems with existing sultanas  
The sultana variety has been found to be unreliable by growers due to its: 

 Unreliability of consistent crops from year to year 

 Susceptibility to splitting due to rain prior to harvest 

 Turns brown if near dry when wet humid conditions occur 

 Monoculture crop -creating intense workload at harvest 

Sultanas showing damage after rain. 

Reasons for planting new varieties 
Growers are looking to plant new varieties to: 

 Extend season - new varieties mature earlier 
and later than sultana 

 Manage risks - the risk of rain damage can 
be spread 

 Improve efficiencies - harvest inputs less 
intensively spread over a mix of different 
maturing crops 

 Better yields - consistent yields from year to 
year 

 Marketability – this product is wanted by 
markets  



 

 

  

 

 

Variety Info sheet 

Sunglo 
Description: This is a new variety that is a high yielding, late maturing sultana type 

Yield: High 

Advantages: Consistent high yielding 

 Has shown good rain tolerance prior to harvest 

 Easy to mechanically harvest 

Disadvantages: Matures early March, should be summer pruned by the end of the 1st week of 
March 

 Has a tendency to grow a 2nd or 3rd crop if sprayed with calcium nitrate or 
continually topping of canes 

 May be susceptible to sunburn 

  



 

 

  

 

 

Variety Info sheet 

Sunmuscat 
Description: This is a proven alternative variety to sultana that is highly fruitful with a 

muscat flavour 

Yield: Moderated to High 

Advantages: More consistent, higher yielding than sultana 

 Consistent yields of 3 plus tonnes/acre have been achieved 

 Shows some rain tolerance 

Disadvantages: Matures early March 

 Has been damaged by botrytis by late harvest rains in the past 

  



 

 

  

 

 

Variety Info sheet 

Bruce’s Sport FSAC 
Description: This is a sport of sultana with variegated leaves that produces light coloured 

fruit. This variety has been cleaned up of grapevine viruses through the 
process of Fragmented Stem Apex Culture (FSAC) 

Yield: Considered Moderate 

No good grower yield data is available 

Advantages: Matures early-mid February - anecdotally slightly earlier than sultana clones 
currently grown 

Has no or low polyphenol-oxidase (PPO) 

Has not browned with rain once summer pruned 

 Increased chance of producing light coloured fruit  

Disadvantages: Susceptible to rain damage before summer pruning - damaged fruit will dry 
brown producing lower grade fruit 

  



 

 

  

 

 

Variety Info sheet 

Merbein Seedless 
Description: This is a variety that was bred by CSIRO Merbein as an alternative to sultana 

Yield: Moderate - High 

Advantages: Matures early February - before sultana 

 Dries quickly 7 -10 days when summer pruned 

 Highly fruitful in most years 

 Buds burst late in spring - may be used in a frosty area 

 Has survived pre-harvest rain events without splitting 

Disadvantages:  Hard to maintain a healthy cordon 

 Replacement fruiting canes are often hard to replace and sparsely spaced 
along the cordon 

 May require annual treatment of Dormex or the like to stimulate budburst 
along the cordon 

  



 

 

  

 

 

Variety Info sheet 

Selma Pete 
Description: This is a variety bred in USA to suit dark coloured Thomson Seedless Raisin 

production 

Yield: Moderate to high 

Advantages: Matures early- mid February 

 Possible sultana substitute 

 Highly fruitful canes 

Disadvantages: High in polyphenol-oxidase (PPO) will dry darker than sultana 

 Will turn brown if rained on when nearly dry before harvesting 

 Not fully tested under Australian conditions 

 May self-raisin when berries reach full maturity 

 Potential to overcrop  

  



 

 

  

 

 

Variety Info sheet 

Diamond Muscat 
Description: This is variety bred in USA that is an early ripening sultana type with a muscat 

flavour 

Yield: Low - Moderate 

Advantages: Matures mid - late January 

 Dries quickly 7-10 days when summer-pruned 

 Considered useful to spread risk and harvest workload 

Disadvantages: Susceptible to rain damage 

 Tends to dry dark amber 

 Turns dark if caught with rain when nearly dry 

 Not fully tested under Australian conditions 

  



 

 

  

 

 

Variety Info sheet 

Summer Muscat 
Description: This is variety bred in USA that is an early ripening sultana type with a muscat 

flavour 

Yield:  Low - Moderate 

Advantages: Matures mid - late January 

• Dries quickly 7 -10 days when summer pruned 

• Considered useful to spread risk and harvest workload 

Disadvantages: Very susceptible to rain 

• Self-raisin when berries reach full maturity, which can produce a mottled 
sample of fruit resulting in lower grades 

• Tends to dry dark amber 

• Turns brown if caught with rain when nearly dry 

  



 

 

  

 

 

Variety Info sheet 

Variety characteristics summary table 
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Market wants to buy product     ? ? ? 

Yield*        
High (3-4t/ac or 7.5-10t/ha)        
Moderate – High (2.5-3t/ac or 6.25-7.5t/ha)        
Moderate (2-2.5t/ac or 5-6.25t/ha)        
Low – Moderate (under 2t/ac or 5t/ha)        

Maturity        
Late January        
Early February        
Early - Mid February        
Early March        

Paulsen rootstock is now considered to have low 
tolerance to Root Knot and Citrus nematodes -if 
replanting testing for nematodes is recommended 

       

Has not split with rain pre harvest        

Splits due to rain pre-harvest   ?  ?   

Does not brown when rain if near dry        

Self-raisins        

*Yields are based on long term averages over 5 years of production in Sunraysia and take into 
consideration the climatic variation in every season. 

 


