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Dried Fruits Australia acknowledges the

Traditional Owners  of the land on which 

we work and meet. 

We pay our respects to Elders  past, 

present and emerging.



Funding contract secured from Murray-
Darling Basin Economic Development
Program for “10 Tonne Project”
Benchmarking project continued
Local history project grant (round two)
contracted
Communications project contracted through
Hort Innovation
Redesign and continued publication of
quarterly Vine magazine (hard copy and
digital editions) and production of fortnightly
newsletter Currant News
Import and export statistics updated and
published in the Vine
Industry development events conducted, with
recordings uploaded to YouTube
Continued advocacy to Federal Government
on Health Star Rating review for Australian
dried grapes
Advocacy on water availability, security and
deliverability
Biosecurity levy facilitation and
implementation
Plant Health Australia Consultative
Committee on Emergency Plant Pests and
National Management Group: input on
incursions
National Farmers’ Federation: input at
board/working group level and Horticulture
Council
Commercialisation project maintained
Sustainability and diversification project
finalised
Continued support for export market growth
International Seedless Dried Grape Producing
Countries Conference conducted in Mildura
(Nov 2019) COVID-19 information and
awareness provided to industry and
implemented within DFA policies and events

ACHIEVEMENTS  2019 /20Welcome to Dried Fruits Australia’s annual
report, which details the activities and

representations made by the organisation
throughout the 2019-2020 financial year.

While it was a challenging year for all, DFA
achieved a great deal and remains committed

to improving and reinvigorating our
industry.

Mark King DFA Chair

A C H I E V E M E N T S  &  S T R A T E G Y

Annual overview



Dried Grape Strategic Investment Plan

Hort Innovation last year released a new
strategic plan for 2019 to 2023, and the next
step is to develop industry strategic investment
plans. Input by growers into the Dried Grape
Industry Strategic Investment Plan will be
coordinated by Hort Innovation and Dried
Fruits Australia.

The R&D levy, set at $11/tonne, and the
marketing levy, set at $7/tonne, form the basis
of funding for all projects, which the Dried
Grape SIAP assesses before making a
recommendation to Hort Innovation. These
decisions are influenced by the goals set by
industry, which will be captured in the new
strategic investment plan.

Strategic Investment Advisory Panel (SIAP)

Hort Innovation is Australia’s horticulture
research development corporation. The
grower-owned organisation oversees an annual
investment of $100 million in research,
development and marketing programs across
all horticultural sectors.

Our stakeholder engagement representative
Dumi Mhlanga is based in the Sydney office and
coordinates the SIAP meetings. Current Dried
Grape SIAP members include Malcolm Bennett,
Thomas Cheung, Peter Jones, Allan Long, Ivan
Shaw, Michael Treeby, Mark King and Anne
Mansell.

All R&D and marketing programs must be
approved by the SIAP. DFA can then apply for
advertised projects such as industry
development or communications, along with
any other tenderer. This year DFA was fortunate
to successfully tender and secure the
communications program for another three
years and receive program funding to assist
with export marketing.

HORT  INNOVAT ION

Vision

A profitable industry delivering innovative
growth and superior quality, healthy dried
grapes to the world.

Mission

Through industry collaboration, continue to
grow and support market demand, profitability,
production, quality, innovation and opportunity
across the Australian dried grape value chain.

Goals

Industry – Increase grower confidence,
industry investment, innovation and viability
Growers – Maximise grower returns
Customers & consumers – Sustain and grow
profitable markets, market share and product
differentiation
Organisation – Ensure DFA is proactive,
efficient and representative

DFA  STRATEGIC  PLAN  2018 –2021

https://www.horticulture.com.au/growers/dried-grape-fund/


Promoted Australian dried grapes through
Australian Sultanas-branded marketing
materials and fact sheets at Anuga Germany.
Promoted the Australian industry to
international visitors and journalists at the
International Seedless Dried Grape Producing
Countries Conference in Mildura in November
2019. We visited several producer properties,
all three processors and highlighted the
quality of Australian dried grapes.
Sponsored 2019 Wentworth Show.
Continued to support Mildura Field Days,
which was unfortunately cancelled due to
COVID-19.
Continued to update and design marketing
collateral to be used online for export markets
whilst COVID-19 pandemic curtailing
representation at trade events.
Continued support of the Bako Diary and
Calendar in Europe via Boden Bosch Spies to
promote Australian dried grapes to the
European baking sector.

In 2019/20, DFA continued its promotional
activities aimed at supporting Australian brands
and encouraging Australian dried grape
consumption and sales in the domestic and
export markets:

PROMOTION  &  MARKET ING

A C T I V I T I E S  &  I N I T I A T I V E S

Project updates

The quarterly Vine magazine, produced in
partnership with the Australian Table Grape
Association for the dried fruits and table
grape industries
A fortnightly newsletter, Currant News, for
dried grape growers and other industry
members
Social media platforms, primarily Facebook
and YouTube
The DFA website.

DFA continued to deliver communications to
Australian dried grape growers and other
industry stakeholders with the commencement
of a three-year communications project in 2019.

By keeping the industry up to date on new
research and technology, industry development
events, marketing activities and other important
news, the project aims to facilitate the uptake of
research and development and support decision-
making in dried fruit businesses.

Several communications channels are produced
and maintained under the Dried Grape Industry
Communications Program (DG18001). These
include:

The new project got off to an exciting start with
the redesign of the Vine, which provided an
opportunity to launch a fresh, engaging print
magazine as well as a digital offering.

Through funding from Hort Innovation and the
Australian Dried Vine Fruits Trust, DFA is
fortunate to be able to continue to engage part-
time Communications Manager Lauren Roden.
Lauren also works on the industry marketing
project, promoting Australian dried grapes under
the Australian Sultanas brand.

COMMUNICAT IONS

https://www.driedfruitsaustralia.org.au/news-and-events/news/currant-news/
https://www.facebook.com/DriedFruitsAustralia
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX0YH4NFH8Jxh1pJoMu493A
https://www.driedfruitsaustralia.org.au/
https://issuu.com/vine-magazine


The industry benchmarking program has
completed its second full season of data
collection and is giving real insight into the
profitability of the industry, particularly for
those growers who achieve at least 10 tonnes
per hectare under current pricing
arrangements. Of most interest is that 60 per
cent of sites involved have produced more than
10 tonnes per hectare for a second year, and
three sites seem to be building towards that
production level. It’s only two years of data, but
the signs are positive.

GrapeInvest, a tool for any potential dried grape
industry investor to test their investment
assumptions, has also been completed.
Developed as part of the 10 Tonne Project, it was
built using industry experience to provide
investors with some real-world grape growing
information on which to base their plans. The
program can test a large range of scenarios in a
short time for a rapid comparison.

2019/20 has seen DFA move into the third year
of its Hort Innovation-funded industry
development program and the first full year of
the federally funded 10 Tonne Project. 

Working closely with the board, Drying For
Profit Committee and 10-Tonne advisory
committee, field officer Stuart Putland has
facilitated seven industry events. Topics have
included pruning trial results, best practice for
Sunglo, Irrisat, irrigation tool training, an
introduction to the 10 Tonne Project and an
industry tour through NSW. While a number of
these events were held on farm, after March
2020 we moved events online due to COVID-19
restrictions. One benefit of this is the ease of
creating a recording of the event – all of which
can now be found on the DFA YouTube channel. 

In addition to this, we established the first year
of an ongoing trial to assess the necessity of
Chlormequat setting spray for currants, in light
of restriction on its use by the European Union.
Initial results indicate it may not be required,
but further years of testing are required for a
more definitive answer.

INDUSTRY  DEVELOPMENT

Considerable work and care go into updating
the Dried Grape Industry Spray Diary each year.
A committee, formed from DFA board
members, staff and processor representatives,
consults a range of materials on chemicals and
the most current MRLs to ensure the highest
standards are in place so there are no breaches
of MRLs in key markets. All growers are
reminded to check with their processor field
officers regarding chemical usage.

SPRAY  DIARY

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX0YH4NFH8Jxh1pJoMu493A


The Dried Vine Fruit Industry Diversification
and Sustainability Initiative, funded through
the Murray-Darling Regional Economic
Diversification Program, continued to support
growers establishing new plantings of suitable
varieties, with final payment made during this
last year of the project.

Wayne Street from Street Ryan & Associates
managed the project for DFA. This project has
now been finalised with Regional Development
Victoria.

DIVERS IF ICAT ION

Propagation and production of Sunglo has seen
only a little uptake this year. With some
sunburn damage to this variety noted in
December, sales have lowered considerably.
Other commercialised varieties – Black Gem
and Bruce’s Sport – have seen very little to no
uptake. With a number of growers exiting the
industry and properties moving into differing
commodities, approximately 38ha of Sunglo
has been removed.

CSIRO continued their evaluation work on new
varieties and rootstocks with input from
producers and processors on market
opportunities. Matching market demands is
important in the development of new varieties
and there is a range of research work being
examined in the development of key varieties
that are weather tolerant and appeal to new and
existing markets. The Unique Varieties
Committee continues to monitor and oversee
these options. 

COMMERCIAL ISAT ION

DFA received funding from the Public Record
Office Victoria for stage two of preserving
historical materials collected over the past
century. 

COVID-19 has so far prevented archivists from
the University of Melbourne from being able to
visit Mildura and commence this project. DFA
has requested further extensions to the project
and hopes it will commence as soon as
restrictions ease.

PRESERVING  HISTORY



DFA hosted the International Seedless Dried
Grape Producing Countries Conference in
Mildura in November 2019. 

Delegations attended from Argentina, Australia,
Chile, South Africa, Turkey and the United
States. 
 
Last held in Australia in 2008, the conference
supports the exchange of information on world
production and the marketing of dried grapes. 

It also took a major step forward in agreeing to
the launch of an international campaign to
promote dried grapes as a healthy alternative
food option.
 
The conference considered the world supply
and demand position, noting seedless dried
grape production from the sultana/natural
seedless raisin varieties had increased by 7% in
2018/19. The statistical analysis undertaken at
the conference showed a slightly larger crop,
mainly due to production increases in Turkey,
South Africa and Chile. 

CONFERENCE  REPORT

Brian Kearns, Global Victoria
Belinda Neville, Nuts for Life
Associate Professor Sigfredo Fuentes,
University of Melbourne
Hesam Semsarilar, Glaciem Technologies
Simon Melik, Dried Fruit Alliance UK
Moses Lubinga, National Agricultural
Marketing Council South Africa

It was also noted that the recent trend of
smaller Greek crops had not turned around and
a crop of 20,000 tons of currants was expected.

The conference heard presentations from each
country represented, as well as special
presentations by guest speakers: 



Sultanas
43.6%

Sunmuscat
32.6%

Currants
11.9%

Other
6.8%

Sunglo
5.1%

A N N U A L  P R O D U C T I O N ,  I M P O R T S  &  E X P O R T S

Industry insights

This season brought with it some challenging
weather conditions – high temperatures in
December and early and consistent rainfall
throughout harvest, leading to increased use of
dehydration.

The below 2020 crop data was sourced from
dried fruit processors Sunbeam Foods,
Australian Premium Dried Fruits and Murray
River Organics.

2020  HARVEST

Sultanas
Sunmuscat
Sunglo
Selma Pete
Bruce's Sport
Currants
Natural sultanas
Raisins
Other
Total

Var ie ty Tonnes

5714
4277
671
146
27
1562
173
21
521
13,112

2020 
production:

13,112t
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$32M
Dried grape export value 

for 2019/20

5.5K
Tonnes exported 

globally in 2019/20

21%
China is a growing export

market for dried grapes

In the 12-month period ending June 2020, a
total of 5511 tonnes ($31,687,378) of Australian
dried grapes were exported globally, compared
to 5367 tonnes ($25,047,569) the previous year.

Top destinations for 2019/20:

EXPORTS

China
Japan
Vietnam
Germany
Italy
Others
Total

Count ry

1137.568
702.273
586.079
1168.561
830.74
1086.41
5511.631

Tonnes

$6,745,865
$3,404,073
$7,176,373
$5,122,949
$3,701,239
$5,536,879
$31,687,378

Va lue

Tonnes

Va lue  (AUD )



$68M
Value of dried grapes
imported in 2019/20

22K
Tonnes imported in

2019/20

57%
Turkey remained the 

top import country

In the 12-month period ending June 2020, a
total of 22,214 tonnes ($67,730,334) of dried
grapes were imported, compared to 20,817
tonnes ($55,275,158) the previous year.

Top import countries for 2019/20:

IMPORTS
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Tonnes

Va lue  (AUD )

Turkey
Greece
United States
China
Chile
Afghanistan
Iran
South Africa
World

Count ry

12,931
2092
1948
2179
804
824
720
410
22,214

Tonnes

$38,891,457
$8,472,166
$5,810,837
$5,354,528
$2,882,714
$2,025,796
$1,945,851
$1,472,878
$67,730,334

Va lue



DFA continued to provide input on a number of
challenging workplace relations issues impacting
the Horticulture Award over the last year.

Having worked consistently with the National
Farmers’ Federation, DFA appreciates their
strong advocacy on issues affecting horticulture.
This collaboration proved very worthwhile,
particularly with issues brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic, including access to labour
and changing work practices. The NFF quickly
provided a great deal of material to assist with
the ever-changing restrictions and rules
impacting horticulture producers and processors.

The Fair Work Commission approved a further
1.75% increase in the national minimum wage.
The minimum wage rate for a level 1 fruit picker
is now $19.84/hour. The casual rate, which
includes 25% loading, is now $24.80/hour. DFA
has developed a new wages sheet (effective from
1 November 2020 due to COVID-19) to recognise
these increases and can provide links and
information from the Fair Work Ombudsman
detailing changes in the Horticulture Award.

WORKPLACE  RELAT IONS

A D V O C A C Y  &  A F F I L I A T I O N S

Industry engagement

Hort Innovation
National Farmers’ Federation (NFF) – board
membership and Horticulture Council
Horticulture Industry Network (HIN)
Plant Health Australia (PHA)
Murray-Darling Basin Authority (MDBA)
Victorian and Murray Valley Vine
Improvement Association (VAMVVIA)
Victorian Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(VECCI)
Australian Farm Institute (AFI)
Associations Forum

DFA is actively engaged in advocacy on a range of
national issues, representing positions of key
strategic importance and conveying those to all
levels of government, ley horticultural industry
stakeholders and the MDBA.

The organisation continues to deliver on areas as
diverse as biosecurity, market opportunities,
workplace relations, and most importantly
research and development and industry
innovations.

Affiliations with key organisations:

ADVOCACY



This fitted in neatly with DFA’s own current
review of its framework, which is in need of
revision in lieu of current costs, different
management strategies, etc. Both workshops
were well attended (including Mark King, Anne
Mansell and Jenny Treeby) and lessons learnt
are being fed back into DFA’s framework.

As in other years, as part of the responsibilities
under the Emergency Plant Pest Response Deed
(EPPRD), information and input has been given
to the Federal Department of Agriculture and
participating states on an as-needs basis by
Anne and Jenny. Additionally, Jenny is currently
participating in a reference group that is
looking at the scope of the 2020 review of the
EPPRD and providing initial recommendations
to all parties to consider (e.g. if the 2015 review
was going in the right direction, etc).

Jenny Treeby Board member

As always, the season has been a busy one from
a biosecurity perspective – despite the
coronavirus hitting Australia at the start of
2020.

Activities this year had less to do with
emergency responses, thankfully. 2019/20
biosecurity activities included contributing to a
grapevine biosecurity grower manual, which is
being finalised, as well as various committees
such as for the Plant Industry Forum. The
forum committee consists of about five active
plant industry members (out of around 42) who
shape industry meetings around topical issues
and provide feedback to governments.

DFA has a seat at the table as part of this
committee, which has successfully facilitated
two online workshops for the other plant
industries. The first one was about industries
sharing their experiences during an exotic pest
incursion (what they had to do, what was
expected of them, how the reimbursement for
impacted growers works, etc). In the second
session, the framework on how owners are
being reimbursed was discussed.

PLANT  BIOSECURITY

After receiving approval for a biosecurity levy at
the 2019 AGM, DFA submitted the proposal to
the Federal Department of Agriculture. 

The department has now officially signed off on
the Plant Health Australia levy of $1/tonne and
it will come into effect from 1 January 2021.

BIOSECUIRTY  LEVY

https://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/


The Keelty review of management of
Murray-Darling Basin water resources
examined the impact of changing
distribution of in-flows to the southern
Basin on state shares under the Murray-
Darling Basin Agreement. It also examined
how reserves required under the
MurrayDarling Basin Agreement may affect
state water shares (reported 31 March 2020)
The Water for the Environment Special
Account review examined whether current
resources are adequate to achieve the
Murray-Darling Basin Plan target of 450 GL
of additional environmental water and
whether to ease or remove constraints by
2024 (reported in February 2020)
The Senate Select Committee Inquiry into
the Multi-Jurisdictional Management and
Execution of the Murray-Darling Basin Plan
is examining the responsibilities for
commonwealth, state and territory
governments arising out of the Murray-
Darling Basin Plan. It is also considering the
effects of the different approaches Basin
states use to manage water resources in the
Basin (reporting in November 2020)

 
State governments in the Basin have been
reviewing compliance issues and NSW has been
reviewing floodplain harvesting.
 
The BOM has forecast above average
rainfall events for spring 2020 which will
hopefully enable the dams to reach
higher levels of storage than in the past few
years and give some confidence
back to the water industry.
 
Tony Martin Vice-Chairman

Independent Assessment of Social and
Economic Conditions in the Basin –
available now
The Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission’s (ACC) water markets inquiry
is examining options to improve markets for
tradable water rights, including ways to
enhance their operations, transparency,
regulation, competitiveness and efficiency
(interim report on 31 May 2020 and final on
30 November 2020)

It was obvious again this year that there would
be a shortage of water for consumption and
irrigation. The BOM and state weather
authorities advised irrigators there would be a
slow allocation due to minimal inflows into the
storages.
 
Drought conditions over the eastern states did
not assist this outcome and it progressively
worsened. Prices for permanent and traded
water in the southern basin rose to a level not
seen before, putting enormous pressure on
horticultural pursuits. No water flowing down
the Darling River, and dams at low levels, put
considerable strain on irrigators and
communities. DFA continued to lobby in
partnership with other horticultural groups
within our region, both at a federal and state
government level.
 
Late rain in the eastern states eased some of the
low storage issues and we saw flows in the
Darling River that reached Menindee and
beyond.

A number of issues and reviews both federally
and statewide have been pursued this year:

WATER

https://www.igmdb.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/iig_final_report.pdf
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/first-review-water-for-the-environment-special-account.pdf
https://parlinfo.aph.gov.au/parlInfo/download/committees/reportsen/024341/toc_pdf/IssuesPaperMulti-JurisdictionalManagementandExecutionoftheMurrayDarlingBasinPlan.pdf;fileType=application%2Fpdf
https://www.mdba.gov.au/sites/default/files/pubs/seftons-report-september-2020_0.pdf
https://www.accc.gov.au/system/files/Murray-Darling%20Basin%20inquiry%20-%20interim%20report.pdf


The audited financial report for DFA is presented
separately to members at the AGM. The audited
financials cover the 12-month period from 1 July
2019 to 30 June 2020.

Other financial reports presented at the AGM
include the audited financials for the Australian
Dried Vine Fruits Trust (1 July 2019 to 30 June
2020) and the audited financials for the Dried
Fruits Trust (1 July 2019 to 30 June 2020).

F INANCE

S T A F F I N G  &  S U P P O R T

Operations update

DFA is very grateful for its professional staffing.

I would like to express our gratitude to Dolores
Shaw-Wait, who recently retired from her role as
Administration Officer after delivering 10 years of
excellent service and support to the dried grape,
prune and tree fruits industries. The board, staff
and industry community wish Dolores nothing
but the best for the future and thank her for her
dedicated service, which extended well beyond
the call of duty.

Prior to the end of the financial year, DFA
welcomed Robyn Rohrlach into the role of
Finance and Administration Officer. Robyn has
recently commenced duties and the board and
staff look forward to working with her.

Communications Manager Lauren Roden
continues to provide relevant and updated
information on industry issues across a range of
mediums, including the Vine, Currant News and
social media. Lauren’s skills have greatly helped
DFA to improve stakeholder engagement and
promotion of Australian dried grapes.

In his role as Field Officer, Stuart Putland
continues to pursue new opportunities in
innovative research and development and
extension activities. With the commencement of
the 10 Tonne Project, Stuart’s workload has
increased substantially and his enthusiasm and
commitment to the improvement and rebuilding
of this industry is inspirational.

I would also like to thank CEO Anne Mansell for
overall project management and delivering on
the strategic plan. Anne is focussed on working
with the board to deliver sustainability and
profitability across the industry as well as
working on key opportunities and policy issues.

STAFF ING

DFA continued to provide finance administration
services to the prune industry and two industry
trusts across the 2019/20 financial year.

ADMINISTRAT ION

Members continue to support the new sliding
scale for membership fees. Regretfully, a number
of producers have exited the industry over the
last year, which has resulted in a downturn in
overall fee contributions.

MEMBERSHIP
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Mildura VIC 3500
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https://www.driedfruitsaustralia.org.au/
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